ELECTION BRIBE FROM THE KDP AND PUK !
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The bribery campaigns initiated by the KDP and PUK for the parliamentary and regional presidential elections to be held in North Iraq on July 25, 2009 continue with full momentum. 

Critical of these parties, Kurdistan Strategic Research Center declared that bribery is a democratically and ethically unacceptable conduct and that such practices aroused criticism from the people of the region. 

 According to information received, Jalal Talabani asked support for its party in the elections during a meeting he held with the former peshmerga and after the meeting he bribed the participants by distributing one piece of gold to each. Witnesses to this incident note that there is an effort to direct the votes to the PUK by this method. Meanwhile, it turned out that also some members of the KDP undertook similar efforts. It was found out that these officials made rank and money promises to hundreds of people and money amounting up to 15 million dinars was distributed to many people. Kurdistan Toilers’ Party Secretary General Qadir Aziz also stated that the KDP and PUK made budget spending by distributing costly presents such as cars in return of “vote promises”. In face of these developments, an official who wanted his name to remain disclosed stated that there was an intention to make family and group interests permanent in the region. 

 As it is known, there was a popular discontent also due to the KDP and PUK’s distribution of a considerable part of the money which the Central Iraqi Government had transferred to the Regional administration, to their supporters. Regional Council Finance Commission member Mirza Sabir had announced that “the PUK and KDP had arbitrarily allocated money to themselves under the name of the budget” and that “the Regional Administration’s budget was given to both parties under different names”.

 Experts note that if the KDP and PUK do not engage in efforts which would reach negative dimensions and if citizens are allowed to act on their free will in the elections, the opposition forces will get a very good result as well.

