Abduction Turkmen News Reader by Kurdish forces in Erbil
By Mofak Salman 
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1. (0) This is an REO Kirkuk, REO Mosul, Embassy Baghdad,
Babassy Ankara coordinated cable.

2. (C-REL/MNP-I) SUSMARY: Over the past two months, RED
Kirkux and Kirkuk's 116th BCT have received dozens of complaints
from non-Kurdish communities about unorthodox procedures of
Iragi Security Forces. There have been similar problems in
Ninewah, and at the borders between Kurdistan provinces and
Turkey. Kirkuk contacts have provided credible evidence that
Iraqi Police and the Iragi Army in provinces.with Kurdish

T TN et
6.7 (C/REL MNF-I) On May 18, & senior Turkmen police official
€614 RC Xirkuk that the problem was rampant among Iragi army and
police, but mostly the latter. Our contact gaid that both the
KOP and UK had ordered Kirkuk police to detain and tranafer
approxinately 150-180 suspects to Sulimaniyah, Exbil and Dohuk
provinces over the past three months. Turhan said the practice
had increased since the arrival of the 116th BCT, which had
given Traqi security forces increased independence of operation

Parts of a confidential State Department memo circulated last week to the White House, the
Pentagon and the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad about the abduction of minority Arabs and
Turkmens in Kirkuk and their transfer to Iraq’s Kurdish north.




Turkmeneli TV news reader Mr. Timor Beyatli 

Mr. Timor Beyatli is a Turkmen [1] citizen who is employed by the Turkmeneli [2] TV as a news reader at the Arabic section that broadcast from Kerkuk in Iraq. On the 5th of November 2008, Mr Timor Beyatli was on his way to Turkey to participate in conference about Media and Journalism in Istanbul, Turkey.

On the same day he left the city of Kirkuk to head towards the city of Erbil to get his flight from Erbil airport and an approximately 6.45pm before boarding his airplane he had made his a final call to his family in Turkey informing his family that he would be on his way to Istanbul airport and he would contact them upon his arrival in Istanbul, but unfortunately when the plane was landed in Istanbul he was not among the arrival of passengers.

In fact he was abducted at the airport in Irbil airport  by a Kurdish security force known as the Asayish [3] that belongs to the Kurdish leader of the KDP  party Massuad Barzani prior the flight which was at 8.15pm. Mr. Tamur Beyatli was transferred from the Erbil airport to a prison in the city of Erbil for further investigation. 
Also on the 25th November, 2007 Mr. Hassan Turan, a member of the governing council of Kirkuk, was arrested by the Kurdish Asayish at Erbil airport in northern Iraq following his return from participation in the international conference that was held in Istanbul in Turkey under the name of Kudus and International Conjunction . 

In addition to that, on Saturday 27th October, 2007 Qasim Sari Kahya, the Turkmen writer, journalist and Secretary Editor for the Fraternity Club of Kardeslik in Baghdad, was abducted along with another three Turkmen citizens near the Kirkuk General Hospital by a Kurdish security force known as Asayish. Although, several hours later, three of the detainees were released, Mr. Qasim was kept for further interrogation. 

Moreover, Mr. Lokman Nejam Ahmed was born in 1st July 1968 in the district of Telkeef that is linked to the city of city of Mosul.  He was arrested on the 8th of July 2007 on the Iraqi/Turkish border Ibrahim Alkhalil by the Kurdish secret police that are known as Asayish while he was travelling from the city of Mosul to Turkey with a group of a Turkmen from the city of Erbil.

Document shows the kidnapping and arresting the Turkmen in North of Iraq. Parts of confidential State Department documents circulated to the White House, the Pentagon and the U.S Embassy in Baghdad about the abduction of the minority Arabs and Turkmen in Kirkuk and their transfer to the Kurdish north. [Doc.1]
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Because of the public, political, and journalistic outrage and due to the public appeal on TV and radio and Media, Mr. Tamur Beyatli was released on 7th November 2008. He was released without from the detention without formal charges and his case has not been submitted to the court. 
Thus, the Turkmens plight to all the human right organisations, government officials, intellectuals, and Iraqi and Turkish government for immediate intervention to put pressure on the Kurdish police whom are terrorising the Turkmen people in Turkmeneli. 

Turkmen of Iraq also call upon the Iraqi Journalists Union and all Iraqi and international organizations defending the rights of journalists and freedom of the press to move immediately to the authorities of the Iraqi government at the highest levels for the protection of the Turkmen, Arabs and Assyrian from the Kurdish oppression that are carried by Kurdish parties in North of Iraq.

Mofak Salman

Turkmeneli Party Representative for Both Ireland and United Kingdom

msalman@eircom.net
[1] Turkmen: The Iraqi Turkmen live in an area that they call “Turkmenia” in Latin or Turkmeneli” which means, “Land of the Turkmen. It was referred to as “Turcomania” by the British geographer William Guthrie in 1785. The Turkmen are a Turkic group that has a unique heritage and culture as well as linguistic, historical and cultural links with the surrounding Turkic groups such as those in Turkey and Azerbaijan. Their spoken language is closer to Azeri but their official written language is like the Turkish spoken in present-day Turkey. Their real population has always being suppressed by the authorities in Iraq for political reasons and estimated at 2%, whereas in reality their numbers are more realistically between 2.5 to 3 million, i .e. 12% of the Iraqi population.

[2] Turkmeneli is a diagonal strip of land stretching from the Syrian and Turkish border areas from

around Telafer in the north of Iraq, reaching down to the town of Mendeli on the Iranian border in

Central Iraq. The Turkmen of Iraq settled in Turkmeneli in three successive and constant migrations

from Central Asia, this increased their numbers and enabled them to establish six states in Iraq.
[3] Asayish is an unrecognized and illegitimate force that is utilized by both Kurdish parties to terrorize innocent civilian people. They are used to kidnap and kill people who defy the Kurdish aspiration for establishing a Kurdish state.
�EMBED Word.Picture.8���





[image: image2.emf]_1277531502.doc
[image: image1.png]- i ——— A -
‘SOSSRCT: EXTRA- JUDICIAL PRACTICES OF TRAQI SECURITY FORCES IN
XURDISH-LEAD PROVINCES SOUTH OF THE GREEN LINE: PART T

ety S N

-~ .
1. (0) This is an REO Kirkuk, REO Mosul, Embassy Baghdad,
Babassy Ankara coordinated cable.

2. (C-REL/MNP-I) SUSMARY: Over the past two months, RED
Kirkux and Kirkuk's 116th BCT have received dozens of complaints
from non-Kurdish communities about unorthodox procedures of
Iragi Security Forces. There have been similar problems in
Ninewah, and at the borders between Kurdistan provinces and
Turkey. Kirkuk contacts have provided credible evidence that
Iraqi Police and the Iragi Army in provinces.with Kurdish

T TN et
6.7 (C/REL MNF-I) On May 18, & senior Turkmen police official
€614 RC Xirkuk that the problem was rampant among Iragi army and
police, but mostly the latter. Our contact gaid that both the
KOP and UK had ordered Kirkuk police to detain and tranafer
approxinately 150-180 suspects to Sulimaniyah, Exbil and Dohuk
provinces over the past three months. Turhan said the practice
had increased since the arrival of the 116th BCT, which had
given Traqi security forces increased independence of operation

Parts of a confidential State Department memo circulated last week to the White House, the
Pentagon and the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad about the abduction of minority Arabs and
Turkmens in Kirkuk and their transfer to Iraq’s Kurdish north.







