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50 years before, in the middle of the burning heat of July, the Iraqi Turks faced on the 14th of the month a vicious massacre that was named and known as “the Dark July” thereafter whose marks have never  diminished. This incident has been denoted as a disgraceful mark and a shameful picture in the history of humanity under the name of “Kirkuk Incident”.

 

This slaughter committed five decades ago fearlessly is not the first murder and the first massacre carried out against the Iraqi Turks. Yet, it is one of the main parts of the chain of massacres that were perpetrated before and after against this community.

 

We, the Iraqi Turks, learned about these murders committed against our society in the last five decades from our fathers like an incident or even like a fairy tale and passed them on to our new generations. As a matter of fact, I believe it is necessary to consider what political, social, cultural and economic harm and damage such disasters have caused in the society’s relations in this 21st century during which people’s perception and understanding have changed. While hoping that not only Turkmens, but also no other community will undergo such brutality, I believe it is also necessary to examine deeply what gains and losses have been brought by the actions in Iraq. I even would like to underline that we have been left quite late in doing this and it is essential that our intellectuals start to examine this subject immediately. It is also very important that Kurds and Arabs also deal with this issue seriously. 

 

We have to look back in history in order to be able to conceive all these clearly. This is why it makes it really important for one to know the history well and correctly. History known correctly lays the basis for accurate assessments. As this article focuses on the Kirkuk Massacre, we will refer to the post republican period in Iraq and make our assessments in that regard.  

 

Nadhim Tabakchali, who was assigned as the commander of second Division in Kirkuk right after the revolution in 1958 and republic was declared, notes in his memoirs published subsequently that he had attached great importance to the brotherhood among the ethnic elements in Kirkuk. The reports that Tabakchali sent to the President of the time Abdul Karim Qasim and to military intelligence, which were later published, also prove that he had felt things earlier. He perceived some of problems we are fighting today 50 years ago and exposed them clearly in his reports. Briefly, developments before the massacre were clear signs that there were some preparations politically behind the scenes. The arrest and execution of Tabakchali, appointment of a communist officer Dawood Al-Janabi to this position, start of the arrests and exiles of Turkmens, ban on their language, stopping publications like Al-Beshir Newspaper and imprisonment and sending its staff to exile, appointment of people with grudge and prejudice as the Mayor of Kirkuk and to other important and sensitive offices were all indicators of certain impending developments. 

 

While preparations were taking place to celebrate the first anniversary of the republic on July 14, 1959, the intentions in bringing several arms and foreign elements into Kirkuk, as it is the case today, could only be understood on the day the massacre was carried out. How this inhumane incident took place and developed has been depicted in various books and articles in detail on every anniversary on July 14.

 

The chain of massacres committed against Turkmens in Iraq not only has exposed certain realities, but also has had negative repercussions on the Iraqi people at large, particularly on Turkmens. These facts and their influence can be listed as:

-       It will be possible neither to terminate a community with any method nor to deny it. There have been efforts since the withdrawal of Ottomans from the region to terminate the Iraqi Turks through various conspiracies and to deny them. However, after 80 years, Iraqi Kurds stand intact with their religion, language, culture, customs, and tradition.

 

-       Unclaimed communities that feel no power and support behind their backs cannot be terminated psychically. However, they are condemned to be oppressed and despised. Regrettably, Iraqi Turks encountered this very fact.

 

-       The decisions made by some sadistic politicians of the time without vision have affected both societies negatively. It is seen that these marks have not been erased; what is more, they have also continued until today by passing on from one generation to another. This has by all means affected and continues to have negative effects on the relations among the people living in the region.

 

-       Such incidents realized by both the governments and by foreign forces that cooperated with certain elements and groups in Iraq have been able to suppress people for some time. But they increased the grudge and hatred felt against the ones that implemented it; moreover they left memories and negative marks in the memories that cannot be removed for centuries. These negative marks have amassed and became distinct in the subconscious of the society, which later on, on appropriate grounds, showed itself overwhelmingly, like an earthquake or a blast. All incidents that occur in Iraq today and are not approved by any religion and belief set examples to such exposures. 

 

· Seeds of grudge and hatred have tied the hands of the politicians in Iraq. As a result of the incidents, communities became enemies to each other. The politicians who seek for a compromise with good will and rely on the idea that no community that lives side to side in a geographical territory for centuries can leave its region and all they have in masses have also been rendered imprudent by this grudge and hatred. Additionally, their ability and room to maneuver on the way to solution have been narrowed. This has caused the lack of a solution to continue. 

Let’s rewind this film. How the social and economic life would have progressed in Iraq if various governments had not tried to assimilate the communities living in Iraq, if these communities had not been tooled and provoked against each other, and no such incidents had occurred?

 

Now. I am asking: despite all these, who will return to the Iraqi Turks and all other societies living in Iraq what they have lost…? 

 

Drawing lessons from such massacres, peoples of Iraq should try to be commonsensical in order to make their future happier and more promising. We want no more widowed mothers, orphaned children… It is known that the ones that die for their country and nation are laid in heaven. The ones we lost in Kirkuk massacre were martyred and reached the divine heaven.

 
