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In December 18, 2007, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice paid an unexpected visit to Kirkuk for the first time in the history of the city. This visit was paid following the cross-border operation of the Turkish General Staff, and the proposal of Iraqi Representative of United Nations Organization, Steffan De Mistura in direction of “postponing the referendum of Kirkuk to six months later”, and this fact increases the importance of this development. 

An other element that increases the importance of the visit of Rice is her statement given before the meeting with the administrators of the cities. In this statement, Rice pointed out that “Kirkuk is a significant city for the future of Iraq, for a democratic Iraq and an Iraq that would be everyone’s.” Equally important, shortly after this statement, Rice came together with the authorities of the various political groups including the administrators of the cities and the Turkmen. 

The Turkmen explained how the demographic structure of Kirkuk has changed during the meeting conducted between the Turkmen authorities from Kirkuk and the Secretary of State, Rice and they demanded that necessary measures should be taken to cease the change in the demographic structure of Kirkuk, that Kirkuk should be governed by a joint administration, that no group should be dominant over an other one, that the referendum should be canceled, that necessary amendments should be adopted to the article 140 of the constitution, and that the infrastructure and reconstruction of the city should be handled. 

Within this senior delegation paying a visit to the city, having the official spokesman of the State Department Sean Mc Cormack, Ambassador of the USA Ryan Crocker, the Head of Provincial Team of Construction Howard Keyen and the Commander of Multi-National Forces in Kirkuk Colonel Dev Pascal is a positive sign that the USA has understood the fact that there appears a necessity to cease the shedding blood in Iraq and to lay hands on the city in the political, social, economical and security spheres. This visit conveyed many messages, some of which are listed below: 

·        By this way, the USA underlines the fact that “Previously, we had different ideas on Kirkuk; however for now everything is evident. Thus we lay our hands on this issue and directly with the statement of the Secretary of State as “Kirkuk is a significant city for an Iraq that would be everyone’s”, we emphasize the fact that these kinds of issues could not be solved with fait-accomplis and referendums. 

·        Rice did not meet with the leaders of the local administration in the North of Iraq and this stands as a highly important message for some of the groups in the region. 

·        The demand to meet with the Turkmen authorities privately underlines the importance of the reality of the Turkmen identity in the region once more.

All these developments expose the fact that the USA would not leave this city to the possession of the others. Now, while the needle of the compass has turned to the “real direction”, there exist some vital issues that should be put forward:

1. A consensus should be reached among our Turkmen Political and Non-governmental Organizations on the status of Kirkuk as soon as possible. At least, they have to reach a common point of view about their demand. (This could only be determined by a meeting with broad participation at a very short time). 

2.  As it is known, the operations about the article 140 of the constitution should have been fulfilled at least till December 31, 2007. However, this did not become a fact. Thus, it should be known that as of January 1, 2008, no procedure would be conducted on this issue. Since the responsibility put on the Transition Period Iraqi Government by the related article 58 of the previous Transition Period Iraqi State Executive Law and the provision that this responsibility would be transmitted to the elected new government lost its validity anymore.  

3. As of 2008, all the existing articles on “the status of Kirkuk” lost its validity and making these articles become valid again is only under the authority of the Iraqi parliament. Therefore, it should be extensively known that no authority has the right to make decisions on these articles except from the parliamentary constitutional amendments on the issue. 

4. The meetings on “the reconstruction of the region and creating new job opportunities” and the statements and the promises made on these issues during the visit, should be pursued by our Political and Non-governmental Organizations closely and we should get the infrastructural and cleaning problems of the city dealt with as soon as possible. 

