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Once upon a time, there was a man who lived with his two daughters. The daughters were curious about everything and always asked many questions. Their father could answer some of these questions, and some others, he could not. After a short while, the girls needed someone who could answer all of their questions. Therefore, their father decided to send them to a sage who lived alone at the mountains. Shortly after that, the girls went to see the sage and started to ask him ceaseless questions. One question after another…

Unlike their father, the sage was able to answer all of their questions. Months passed by. The girls started to get bored. The sage could answer all the questions, no matter what. In time, the girls got annoyed by the sage’s ability to answer every question. They decided to play him a trick and come up with a question that he could not answer. 

One day, the elder sister came home with a deep blue butterfly. “I have a great idea.” she said to her younger sister. “I will hide this beautiful butterfly in my hands and go ask the sage if the butterfly is dead or alive.”

And then she explained what trick she would play to the sage:

“If he says that the butterfly is dead, I will open up my hand and set it free. If he says that it is alive, then I will squeeze my hand tight and say ‘You failed…Look, the butterfly is dead.’ So, whatever is his reply, he will thus fail to give the correct answer to my question.”

The two sisters went to implement their plan and told the sage who was sitting under a tree that they wanted to ask a question. The elder sister extended her hands where she hided the butterfly and asked the sage: 

“There is a butterfly in my hand. Could you tell if it is dead or alive?” The sage looked hard in their faces and did not say a thing for a while. Then, he smiled and taught them a lesson of lifetime:

“You are wise girl.” he said. 

“The answer to your question is in your hands, just as the butterfly is…”

That is what the story says…Now let’s look into Iraq today…

Today every single resident of the country says that the UN proposal to extend the Article 140 deadline for 6 months contrary to Resolution No. 1770 of international security commission will mean to disregard the Iraqi Government while making the decision and to mess with the destiny of Kirkuk. However, this argument is somehow refused and the issue remains tangled, unable to move beyond unproductive discussions of the relevant and irrelevant parties. 

Yet, we, the Iraqi citizens who love their country, must voice our cause to the international community and stand resolved for this critical issue which is decisive for our people. 

Iraqi people! Wake up!

The destiny of Kirkuk is in your hands…just like the butterfly in the story…It is us who will decide whether it will be dead or alive!

