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Know your Yazidi. An anthropological sketch will assure support for US
 and Peshmarga military advances across Iraq, and sequester a
 competing other minority—Iraq’s Turkmen.

International concern in Iraq pivots around saving the Yazidi people.
 Christians seem to count too; the Shabak also merit some attention.
 One can only applaud humanitarian support for any threatened
 population. But why the total dismissal of their neighbors and fellow
 Iraqis, the Turkmen? They too are at grave risk. Augmenting Al-Mufti’s
 account from the ground is a report noting how, “While the European
 Parliament … officially acknowledges the situation faced by minorities
 in ISIS occupied Iraq, their resolution … [2014/2716(RSP)] made no
 specific mention of Iraqi Turkmen… among the worst affected”.

HOME ARCHIVES SUBSCRIBE DONATE ABOUT EVENTS STORE

http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/04/who-what-and-where-are-iraqs-turkmen/print
http://store.counterpunch.org/
http://www.counterpunch.org/
http://store.counterpunch.org/subscriptions/
http://store.counterpunch.org/subscriptions/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/how-the-us-helped-create-al-qaeda-and-isis/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/how-the-us-helped-create-al-qaeda-and-isis/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/how-the-peoples-climate-march-became-a-corporate-pr-campaign/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/how-the-peoples-climate-march-became-a-corporate-pr-campaign/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/how-the-peoples-climate-march-became-a-corporate-pr-campaign/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/fear-of-a-caliphate/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/capitalism-and-climate-change-redux/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/capitalism-and-climate-change-redux/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/war-circus-and-injustice-down-under/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/war-circus-and-injustice-down-under/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/war-in-whose-interest/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/ideology-islam-and-religion/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/ideology-islam-and-religion/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/project-fear-and-the-scottish-vote/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/project-fear-and-the-scottish-vote/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/academic-fraud-and-the-ponzi-scheme-of-higher-learning/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/academic-fraud-and-the-ponzi-scheme-of-higher-learning/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/academic-fraud-and-the-ponzi-scheme-of-higher-learning/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/palestine-the-us-and-democracy/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/palestine-the-us-and-democracy/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/clean-water-as-an-impediment-to-corporate-profits/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/clean-water-as-an-impediment-to-corporate-profits/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/clean-water-as-an-impediment-to-corporate-profits/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/the-obsolescence-of-the-nation-state/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/the-obsolescence-of-the-nation-state/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/damaging-our-country-from-wars-of-choice/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/damaging-our-country-from-wars-of-choice/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CounterPunch-official/172470146144666
https://twitter.com/#!/NatCounterPunch
http://www.counterpunch.org/category/article/feed
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001LCajc7xp4KNJq_OKmN7MPQ%3D%3D
http://store.counterpunch.org/subscriptions/
http://store.counterpunch.org/product/killing-trayvons/
http://store.counterpunch.org/subscriptions/
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/News/6860/19/My-heart-for-an-egg.aspx
https://www.oximity.com/article/Help-save-us.-Say-NO-to-genocide-of-Ir-1
http://www.counterpunch.org/
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014
http://store.counterpunch.org/subscriptions/
http://store.counterpunch.org/
http://www.counterpunch.org/events


Who, What and Where are Iraq’s Turkmen? » CounterPunch: Tells the Facts, Names the Names

http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/04/who-what-and-where-are-iraqs-turkmen/[9/21/2014 10:03:48 AM]

US Guilty Of War Crimes In
 Palestine

RAMZY BAROUD
Another Failed War To Re-
Arrange The Middle East

NICOLA NASSER
Donors Will Fail Gaza
 Again

BARBARA NIMRI AZIZ
What Shall I Tell My Fellow
 Syrians And Iraqis?

ANDRE VLTCHEK
Germany’s African
 Genocide

FRANKLIN C. SPINNEY 
Perpetual War, Perpetual
 Bombing, Perpetual
 Losing

CAROL HANISCH
Miss America Is Back And
 Women’s Liberation Has
 Gone Missing

NORMAN POLLACK
America’s Global Agenda

LOUIS PROYECT 
How Stieg Larsson
 Exposed The Swedish Far
 Right

KEVIN BUCKLAND
Oil And Water On The Two
 Way River

KATHLEEN WALLACE
That Scottish Play

JULIAN VIGO
Panopticism And Pre-
Emptive Discipline In The
 UK

ISRAEL SHAMIR
Guns Of August II

JAVIER SETHNESS
 CASTRO AND ALEXANDER
 REID ROSS
Mobilizing For Justice In
 The Anthropocene

HARVEY WASSERMAN
The Ebola Virus Of Climate
 Chaos

RON JACOBS
Rejecting The Army Of One

CESAR CHELALA
The Spread Of Ebola

LAURA FINLEY
There Should Be No Debate
 About Corporal
 Punishment

WALTER BRASCH
Arsenic-Laced Coffee Is
 Good For You

ELLIOT SPERBER
Save The World, Really?

 Available from
 CounterPunch

Yes, Iraqi Turkmen are among millions now terrorized by the
 insufferable ISIS.  Turkmen’s expulsion is not new however. A review of
 their history over the past decade reveals a pattern of forced removal
 from cities and villages across north Iraq. Not by ISIS, by American
 allies: Iraqi Kurds.

Telafar, a majority Turkmen city of 200,000 was all but depopulated
  beginning in 2003 when Kurdish Peshmarga reportedly conducted
 massacres there; attacks targeting Turkmen continued thereafter. This
 coincided with a political campaign to absorb ancient Kirkuk City along
 with Ninevah and Diyala provinces by Kurdish authorities. In 2009 the
 parliament of Kurdistan voted on a constitution to claim these areas,
 extending Kurdish rule beyond Suleimaniya, Dohok and Irbil. Mass
 Kurdish migration into Turkmen homelands displaced Turkmen,
 creating new facts-on-the-ground. In 2011 the Peshmarga Kurdish
 militia occupied Kirkuk, ostensibly to protect local inhabitants.The
 Turkmen National Front has been struggling with little success to push
 back Kurdish takeovers. They’ve no militia of their own and support
 from Baghdad, always weak, has now collapsed.

International news and human rights agencies consistently disregarded
 Kurdish advances into Turkmen areas. Today too. Turkmen are being
 whited-out of the picture. Why? It appears to be part of a strategy to
 consolidate Kurdish claims over all the Turkmen homelands.

Kurds took command of Kirkuk a month ago, again “to save” the city,
 this time from ISIS. The Peshmarga militia is a major US ally;
 resupplied with heavy weapons, it’s now engaged with the US military
 to push ISIS out of Mosel.

We may find Kurdistan awarded full control over Ninevah and Diyala–
 provinces they have long coveted. Its illegitimate constitutional claim
 becomes a reality.

One does not seek to tarnish one people at the expense of another. But
 the current situation in northern Iraq suggests it’s more than a heroic
 drive to protect endangered civilians. Here is an opportunity to answer
 Kurdish territorial and political ambitions.

Iraq’s Turkmen are ancient inhabitants of Iraq. Estimates of their
 numbers vary from 1-3 million: possibly 13% of the population, Iraq’s
 third main ethnic group. Turkmen are well known as loyal Iraqi
 nationals, Shiia and Sunni. They speak Turkish and Arabic. They’ve
 used just means to hold onto their rights and their homeland.  And they
 deserve to be heard and embraced. Even as observers, let’s not be
 manipulated by the divide-and-rule policies of others which have done
 so much harm across this land.

Barbara Nimri Aziz is a veteran anthropologist and journalist. Her
 latest book is Swimming up the Tigris: Real Life Encounters in
 Iraq (2007).  
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