“HOUSING AMNESTY” REQUEST OF THE KURDS IN IRAQ
By/ Halil DEMIRCI 
Kurdish groups in the Iraqi parliament carry out activities aimed at recognition of housing amnesty for the people that live in lands/buildings, which belong to the public or other people, due to various necessities after 2003. According to the information, the draft law that was submitted to the parliament on this issue will be discussed in the Iraqi parliament before the elections that will be held in March. When the draft law comes into effect, a title will be given to the settlements which are constructed upon military housings, plants, public territories in the cities with high immigration rates like Mosul, Diyala, Tikrit, primarily in Kirkuk, after the US invasion in Iraq.

Systematic parcel violations of the Kurds in Kirkuk continue. Lastly, a school has been constructed upon a parcel which belongs to a Turkmen in the Tokmakli village of Kirkuk/Laylan by the Northern Iraqi Government without permission. Another parcel has been expropriated by the Asayish KDP on the Northern Oil Company route in Kirkuk/Center. It has been stated that KDP-PUK allocated parcels/buildings near Kirkuk city center for the Kurdish families who live in tent cities near Kirkuk and surroundings. With respect to change the structure of population in Kirkuk, Kurdish families which are brought from the surrounding countries and which are directed from outside, apply to Kirkuk municipality with a petition requesting a parcel to construct buildings. According to the statement of UN official Ad Milker, there are 40 thousand lawsuit files on parcel violations in Kirkuk.

Political circles consider this housing amnesty request, which attracts the reaction of Arab and Turkmen people, as an effort to change the demographic structure by the Kurdish groups. It has been emphasized that the real purpose in the future is to start the mass housing projects and to ensure the permanency of the change in the demographic structure by attracting attention on the housing issue of the Kurds that are settled in the region.

 

 
 
 
