BARZANI AND TALABANI ARE IN PURSUIT OF PROFIT
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The US expert on the Middle East Michael Rubin in an interview stated

that “the region can not develop due to the money ambition of Barzani

and Talabani.” Saying that “they only want to fill up their own

pockets”, Rubin emphasized that “most of the investments which the EU

and the US have made in north Iraq have resulted in profits only for

one or two families.” In a report which he drew up in early 2008 Rubin

stated that “Barzani and Talabani who are ruling the region are up to

their neck in corruption.”

Rubin also drew the attention to the fact that Iraq’s leading

telecommunication and mobile telephone Company KOREK is badly directed

by Barzani family. It is known that Barzanis are in possession of many

businesses together with a chain of hotels and stores. It is said that

the relative of Barzani, Nihad Barzani owns 25% share of the 77

construction companies active in Arbil and its surrounding area. Also

in Arbil, the company called “GTG – Global Trading Group” is owned by

Barzan who is the brother of the Education Minister of the regional

government Safeen Dizayee. The company which has also contact offices

in Saudi Arabia is conducting trade independently from the central

administration. Also Barzanis have serious partnerships on the basis

of drink and cigarette smuggling. Moreover, the drug smuggling in the

region is also large-scaled. The situation of Iraq’s President

Talabani is not different either. It has been on the agenda for a long

time that Nokan Group of Companies under the direction of Talabani is

playing the leading role in the tenders of the region and he receives

huge sums of commission every month through this channel.

The public that is struggling with economic problems in north Iraq,

feels upset about the activities of the ruling people and their

relatives aimed at gaining profit.

