THE KDP-PUK COUPLE IS LOSING VOTES

Over the past 18 years, the KDP and the PUK have lost considerable

number of votes.  When compared with results of the 1992 elections,

the PUK lost votes by 50 per cent and the KDP lost votes by 10 % in

the 2010 elections.

993 thousand people cast votes in the parliamentary elections held on

19 April 1992 for the first time in the region. In those elections, the KDP won 428 thousand votes (44,55%) and the PUK won 423 thousand votes (44,03%).

According to the High Election Commission, in the Parliamentary elections held on 07 March, the number of votes cast in Arbil, Sulaymaniyah and Dohuq, the three provinces of the regional government was 1 million 938 thousand 754. According to this, the KDP won 671 thousand 965 (34,65%) votes and the PUK won 397 thousand 929 (20,52%) votes.

The policies of the both parties directed towards the population of the region and the growing reaction of the public are indicated as main reason of the loss of votes between 1992 and 2010 elections. The ruling by Barzani and Talabani of the region through the family dictatorship and their involvement in the occurrences of corruption often upset the public. Experts draw the attention to the fact that most investments have served only the interests of those two families and the region has not been able to develop further.

It would be beneficial to take into consideration the election frauds when evaluating those figures. For, it is known that the KDP and the PUK have played with the votes in an intensive way.
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