THE FUTURE OF THE KDP AND PUK ALLIANCE IS BEING QUESTIONED
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The advantage achieved by the KDP over PUK in the Iraqi general elections held on March 7, 2010 is encouraging Mesud Barzani. The fact that 29 of the 43 seats gained by the Kurdish Alliance is won by the KDP candidates, is making Barzani maintain his belittling attitude. What is interesting is that Jalal Talabani, who is uneasy about these attitudes, is unable to portray a clear stance...

It is reported that Barzani is initially striving to appoint an individual from the KDP as the Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister in the new term. It is a high probability that Roj Nouri Saveys from the KDP will be the possible candidate. According to the strategic agreement signed between the KDP and the PUK, the post of Deputy Prime Minister should be allocated to the PUK. Thus, Jalal Talabani is being criticized for not acting against Barzani at the expense of holding the post of Presidency for an additional term.

Disputes between the KDP and the PUK extend to the period before the Iraqi general elections and way back until the parliamentary elections of the Kurdish region. KDP and especially former Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani cannot endure the fact that Barham Salih has been appointed as the Prime Minister, despite a compromise reached before the elections. This conflict is occasionally brought to the agenda by media organs of the KDP. As such, in the last issue of the Gulan Journal (March 29, 2010), published in Irbil by the KDP Press Center, an 11-page report against Barham Salih was published. While the accomplishments of Barham Salih were severely criticized in the report, it was also claimed that Salih exploited the government program only to bring the PUK together. Moreover, Barham Salih was criticized for being unable to preserve Kurdish rights by turning a blind eye to the reports on human rights violations in the Kurdish region and the condition of the minorities in Mosul during his two terms in power.

Assessing the report published in the Gulan Journal, the PUK authorities draw attention to the fact that the criticism and unfounded claims were directed by those close to Nechirvan Barzani and that those working for the media organs of the KDP could not make any comments on Barham Salih and his government without consulting their seniors. In short, the common impression on the PUK side is that Dr. Barham and his government are deliberately belittled by the KDP as they are unable to put up with the accomplishments of the current government..

Meanwhile, circles close to the KDP and the PUK say that the differences of opinion stem from the structure of the parties and the change in the perspective of the electorates. In his statement to the Rojname Newspaper Eyup Barzani, cousin of Mesud Barzani, draws attention to similar issues. Eyup Barzani, who emphasized that the tribalist and anti-democratic understanding within the KDP prevented any kind of reform in the party, draws attention to the fact that there is at least a partial freedom of thought in the regions dominated by the PUK and that this is why a power like the Goran Movement could emerge. Within this framework the conflicts within the parties themselves are reflected in the relations between the two parties. When we take a look at the developments we observe that it becomes harder each day for the KDP and the PUK to meet at a common point even for their mutual interests. As a matter of fact these disputes could reach an advanced level following the formation of the new cabinet.

