
2.17 Property{xe "PROPERTY"} Claims Commission controlled by the 

Kurds 

 

In April 2004, the Americans created the Iraqi Property{xe "Property"} Claims 

Commission to rule on restitution. By the end of 2004, the commission had received 

10,044 claims from the Kirkuk{xe "Kirkuk"} province but the Commission’s statistics 

showed that judges had come to a decision on only 25 cases. Only two judges were 

working on the cases in Kirkuk and both were Kurds. The commission was not able to 

assign more judges because of the Kurdish political parties insisting that only Kurds 

review the claims, which limited the number of qualified people considerably.  

 

{PRIVATE }Both Kurdish parties confiscated Turkmen lands, and these lands 

distributed to the Kurds were bought by both Kurdish parties despite the fact that the 

Turkmen owned the deeds and registry certificates of these lands. The new Kurdish 

arrivals to Kirkuk built on and confiscated the land of the Turkmen and decisions 

were made by the Kurdish judges in regards to illegal building on the Turkmen land. 

The Kurdish concluded that the Kurds squatting on Turkmen land could not be 

removed and the judge recommended that the Turkmen landowners should be 

compensated.  

 

The court compensation was very small and this law was only applied to the 

Turkmen. In other words, the Kurdish judge appointed by the Kurdish militia offered 

some compensation that the Turkmen landowner with only with one choice; take or 

leave it.  

 

This land originally belonged to the Turkmen and should not have been confiscated 

and occupied by the Kurds and Arabs in the first place. The financial settlements that 

were given to the Turkmen did not represent an adequate and true value for their land. 

 

In addition, the Iraqi Property{xe "Property"} Claims Commission, established by the 

American Administration, spent millions of dollars on the salaries and expenses of its 

members. The Turkmen asked the Property{xe "Property"} Claims Commission the 

following questions. How many cases were resolved? How many Turkmen citizens 

were successfully financially compensated? How many Turkmen got his/her 

confiscated land back?  
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Turkmen land was occupied by the Kurds and the court did nothing to eject them 

from Turkmen land. 
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Municipality of Kirkuk 

Properties Department 

To Kirkuk Governorate: 

Office of his Excellency the Governor 

Subject:  Illegal Seizures 

 

As you are aware, many of Kirkuk municipality’s lands have been seized which has caused big 

financial losses to our directorate. This resulted in the delay of many projects because of the lack 

of income, as we are one of the self-financed authorities. These seizures were not limited to the 

domestic residential lands but also to commerce, agriculture, services, parks and the general 

affairs building among others. These actions are a huge burden, which act as an obstacle in the 

development of our beloved city. The municipality has made all efforts to prevent these seizures 

from taking place and has acted alone from the initial days.  Unfortunately, the authorities did 

not support the municipality seriously. Many individuals rushed to place their hands on state 

properties ignoring the law, which was indubitable in the absence of proper security. Some of 

these individuals started to sell these lands on the account of the state with support from various 

political parties. Many people started this commerce under the name of deportees with papers 

and slips stamped by these parties. These citizens and the parties have become more powerful 

than the authority and have started to threaten our employees, and in some cases this has reached 

to threats by weapons whenever they dared to confront the perpetrators. Despite our many 

attempts to get the support of the police, they did not show any support to us. On the contrary, 

they have been supporters of the individuals who are responsible for these illegal seizures. 

Moreover, some of the police members and those responsible act illegally themselves, which 

leaves the ordinary citizens alone in their struggle for a just society. 

As you are aware, your Excellency is directly responsible over the city, to protect it from these 

illegal seizures. The lack of urgent steps against this subject shall harm the reputation of your 

executive authority. These seizures are increasing daily and after performing all of these seizures 

inside the city, these individuals have started, like hungry locusts, to swarm over intercity roads 

like the highways of Erbil to Arafa and Suleymaniyah. These actions are to be stopped 

immediately. Therefore, we request your Excellency to act immediately and justly about this 

matter because you are, according to the municipality’s law and Act 154 of the year 2001 that is 

still valid and has been enforced by the ministry, responsible to protect the city from these 

actions. 

 

Signature, Chief Engineer Mohammed Sukur 

Kirkuk Municipality Directory 2005 

CC: Ministry of Municipalities and Public Works – The Ministers Office 

The Council of Kirkuk Governorate 

Directorate of Kirkuk Municipalities 

General Investigation Authority, the office of the mayor  

Legal Department, Illegal Actions Committee, the Properties 

Doc. English (7) 
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Republic of Iraq{xe "Iraq"} 

Kirkuk{xe "Kerkuk"} Governate Police Headquarter 

Issue 1797 

Date 2/5/2005 

Subject/ Administrative Order 

 

According to the document of the Ministry of Internal Affairs Suleymaniyah, Special Office 

number 4944 dated 19/4/2005, which was sent to Baghdad{xe "Baghdad"} for the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs in regard of the transfer of the following Officers from Governate of 

Suleymaniyah to Governate of Kirkuk{xe "Kerkuk"}.  

 

The names of the officers are shown accordingly in the following list commencing with 

Lieutenant Colonel Shewan Kerim Hassan as number (1) in the list and ending with Lieutenant 

Junior Grade, Sabah Kaka Juwamir Derweh as number (15) in the list. 

 

The above officers have been transferred from the property{xe "property"} of the Ministry 

Internal Affairs of Kurdistan{xe "Kurdistan"} Region to the property of Baghdad{xe "Baghdad"} 

Ministry of Internal Affairs / Headquarter of the Kirkuk{xe "Kerkuk"} Governate.   

The above officers started work commencing from 30/4/2005 and they have been allocated to 

different police stations.  

 

Lieutenant Colonel, Shewan Kerim Hassan/ Al-Mukdak Police Station 

Lieutenant Colonel, Najat Hassan Abdurrahman Ahmed/ Aluroba Police Station 

Lieutenant Commander, Abdul Kadir Fakhredin Sulyman/ Al-Adala Police Station 

Lieutenant Commander, Abdulbasit Hama Salih Sulyman / Debis Police Station  

Lieutenant Commander, Nazar Akram Merdan/ Al-tawari Police Station 

Lieutenant, Akram Omer Rahim Kadir/ Al_Mekdad Police Station 

Lieutenant, Jalil Abu Bakir Mohammed Ismail/Kara Enjer Police Station 

Lieutenant, Mazin Ghareeb Abdurrahman/ Kara Enjer Police Station 

Lieutenant Senior, Nowzad Refat Towfeek/ Rahimawa Police Station  

Lieutenant Senior, Nasu Khalid Kadir Karim/ Altawari Police Station  

Lieutenant Senior, Abdullah Ibrahim Niema Hawas/ Dubis Police Station 

Lieutenant Senior, Ahmed Ali Othman Sherif/ Al_Dala Police Station 

Lieutenant Senior Junior Grade, Delir Aziz Rasheed Aziz/Kara Enjer Police Station 

Lieutenant Junior Grade, Saman Ismail Karim Hassan/Aluroba Police Station 

Lieutenant Junior Grade, Sabah Kaka Juwamir Derweh /Al_Dala Police Station 

Police Brigadier 

Sherko Shakir Hakim 

Head of the Police Commission in Kirkuk{xe "Kerkuk"}, April 2005 

Doc. English (8) 
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2.18 MRG report on the 26 Feb.2007 

 

 
 

According to the report from Minority Rights Group International.  In a major survey of the 

plight of Iraq’s minorities, the report finds that religious and ethnic minorities in Iraq are facing 

unprecedented levels of violence, and in some cases, risk being eradicated completely from their 

ancient homeland. 

 

Sunni, Shi’aa and Kurdish groups as they battle for power are targeting these groups - some of 

whom have lived in Iraq for over two millennia - and territory in Iraq intensifies. 

 

The report titled, ‘Assimilation, Exodus, Eradication: Iraq’s Minority Communities since 2003’ 

outlines the precarious position of the country’s minorities – Turkmens, Chaldo-Assyrian 

Christians, Bahá´ís, Faili Kurds, Jews, Mandaeans, Palestinians, Shabaks, and Yazidis - who 

make up ten per cent of Iraq’s population.  

 

The Director of MRG, Mr. Mark Lattimer, had stated in his  report that, ´Every day we hear 

news about the carnage in Iraq, yet the desperate situation of minority communities is barely 

reported. Subject to a barrage of attacks, kidnappings and threats from all sides, some 

communities, which have lived in Iraq for two thousand years, now face extinction. 

 

Religious communities are being targeted because of their faith. Christians are attacked often 

because they are believed to be associated with the West, while the Mandaean and Yazidi 

religions have been dubbed "impure" by Islamic extremists. 

 

The flight of minority groups is immense - it is estimated that they make up a third of the 1.8m 

Iraqi refugees now seeking sanctuary across the globe. Lattimer also had stated that, ´Despite the 

fact that many Iraqi Christians fled because they were accused of association with the American 

or British forces, hardly any Iraqis have been offered refuge in the US or the UK.’ MRG is 

calling on the international community, especially the UK and US, to share the refugee burden 

and not leave it to fall disproportionately on neighbouring states. 

 

In oil-rich Kirkuk, Turkmen and Chaldo-Assyrian Christians also found themselves under 

pressure, prior to the referendum that was to be carried out before 2007, whether Kirkuk should 

become part of Iraq’s semi-autonomous Kurdish region. Turkmen and Chaldo-Assyrian 

Christians representatives reported that they were pressured to support Kurdish political parties 

or to state their identity as Kurdish, which will strengthen Kurdish claims to land.  
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Preti Taneja, author of the report, stated, ´MRG is calling on the international community and the 

Iraqi government to recognise the special vulnerability of the country’s minorities. This should 

be the basic starting point, if Iraq’s minority groups are to survive the current onslaught. [
1
]  

 

2.19 Kurdish terrorisation 

 

The U.S. authorities have been giving their full support to the Kurds who are seeking to control 

Iraq's oil wealth at any cost in order to establish their so-called 'Great Kurdistan'. To realise their 

goal, the Kurdish militias continuously terrorise the other Iraqi communities in the north of Iraq. 

The Turkmens have been facing increasing threats in their region, Turkmeneli. Because they 

have refused the Kurdish control in their region, the Turkmen continue to be the victims of 

intimidations, detentions, kidnappings and assassinations and their cities. 

 

In order to terrify the Turkmen inhabitants in the Turkmen populated area, the Kurdish militias 

carried out a series of attacks on the Turkmen villages. On 4th March 2007, at 4:30 am about 

twenty masked Kurdish militants belonging to the KDP party, (called Asayish) raided the sub-

district of Daquq, 45 Km south of Kirkuk City. These masked Kurds were heavily armed and 

were firing in the air to scare the people as they broke randomly into several Turkmen houses. 

 

The same thing was been repeated at midnight on February 25th 2007 when the Kurdish Asayish 

militants supported by American troops entered the Turkmen city of Taze Khurmato, located 15 

Km south of Kirkuk.  

 

Several houses house were raided and their doors were broken, the furniture scattered and the 

houses ransacked. The children were extremely frightened and mobile phones were confiscated. 

The oil tanker belonging to one individual was destroyed.  

 

Fathers and sons were tied up and brutally beaten and kicked in front of their families. The 

fathers were threatened and weapons were pointed against their heads in front of their terrified 

children. Several young, peaceful Turkmen intellectuals from the al-Al_Asriya quarter in Daquq 

and three other youths from Taze Khurmato were arrested and taken to an unknown location.  

 

The local police in Daquq were never informed about the raid by the authorities. It is worth 

noting that. No violent incidents had taken place in the neighbourhoods that were raided by the 

Kurds and, with the exception of a few licensed weapons, no weapons were found in the raided 

houses. The next day, the arrested men from Taze Khurmato were shown on Kirkuk Television, 

which is entirely controlled by the Kurds, and they were presented as 'terrorists.' [
2
] [

3
] 

 

                                                      
1
 Support Iraq Study Group Report, Iraq has ignored minorities face extinction - new MRG report,         working to 

secure the rights of the minorites and indigenous peoples. 
2
 Assyrian International #ews Agency http://www.aina.org/mailinglist.html, GMT 3-17-200720:48:22. 

3
  Iraqi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation, 16

th
 of March 2007, Pre: 16-C1607 
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2.20 Kidnapping of the Arabs and Turkmens by the Kurdish Militia 

 

Parts of confidential State Department documents circulated to the White House, the Pentagon 

and the U.S Embassy in Baghdad about the abduction of the minority Arabs and Turkmen in 

Kirkuk and their transfer to the Kurdish north. [Doc.9] 
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2.21 American Forces and Iraqi Police Demolish Turkmen Villages   

 

US armed forces, backed by local police forces in Telafer, completely demolished two Turkmen 

villages, Kaja Kaj and Hanesh, which are situated on the road to Sin jar – Telafer. The residents 

of the two villages were left in the open without shelter. The demolishing of the Turkmen 

villages were a repeat and mirror image of a previous attack on Telafer by both of US occupation 

and government forces, of which Kurdish militias constituted the majority of the force. 
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Figure 32A. The Turkmen refugees in Tel Afar 

 

 
Figure 32B. The Turkmen refugees in Tel Afar 

 

International, local and media operations totally disregarded the demolishment of the Turkmen 

villages and the displacement of people in and around Telafer.  

 

After the demolishing the two Turkmen villages Kaja Kaj, the Turkmen  Justice Party in Kirkuk 

issued a statement (No. 53) which was released by the political bureau of the Iraqi Turkmen 

Justice Party, that stated as follows: [
4
][Fig.27] 

 

“In an unprecedented phenomenon and part of the series of attacks by targeting the Turkmen, 

people in the city of Telafer have been wounded by the American occupation forces together with 

police forces. The two Turkmen villages, Kaja Kaj and Hanesh, and situated on the road to 

Sinjar - Telafer, leaving its people efenseless. The Turkmen have denounced and condemned 

these tragic acts and we plead with the United #ations and human rights organisations to 

intervene and protect Turkmen in Telafer and put the end to the inhumane tragedy that the 

Turkmen have been experiencing for the last three years and to the present time.” 

Political bureau of the Iraqi Turkmen Justice Party, 29/5/2007 

 

                                                      
4
 Press release by Turkmen Justice Party in Kirkuk, (#o. 53), 29/5/2007, Kirkuk 
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Figure 33. Press release by the Turkmen Justice Party (Iraq Turkmen Adalet Partesi) {xe 

"Governor"} 

2.22 Abuses and Atrocities{xe "Atrocities"} Committed by the Kurdish Rebels  

 

Because of Kirkuk’s oil{xe "oil"} resources and its strategic importance, the fight over the 

control of the province proved to be one of the focal points of the conflict in northern Iraq{xe 

"Iraq"}. The two main Kurdish parties, the KDP{xe "KDP"} and the PUK, have long considered 

Kirkuk to be an integral part of a future Kurdish federal region.  
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Figure 34. Deserted Arab village  

 

In contrast, the Turkmen of Iraq vigorously oppose the idea of Kirkuk being a part of the Kurdish 

region. Moreover, Turkey{xe "Turkey"} has repeatedly expressed concern about Kurdish 

aspirations over Kirkuk, stating that Kurdish control over Kirkuk could fuel Kurdish nationalism 

in the region and undermine the rights of Turkmen residents in Kirkuk. This could lead to 

instability in the region and, possibly, civil war. Kirkuk itself has become almost synonymous 

with the abusive Arabisation{xe "Arabisation"} campaign{xe "campaign"}, and thus the Kurdish 

determination to reverse the process of Arabisation in Kirkuk has been particularly fierce.  

 

The city of Kirkuk fell to Kurdish occupation{xe "occupation"} on 10
th
 April 2003. For almost a 

week, Kirkuk{xe "Kirkuk"} was under the control of PUK forces. These Kurdish forces entered 

the city in defiance of a prior agreement with the U.S.,{xe "U.S"} stating that the Peshmerga{xe 

"Peshmerga"} forces would remain outside the city. The Peshmerga presence in Kirkuk led to 

widespread looting by civilians. The Peshmerga did little to stop this from happening, but they 

did succeed in protecting some of the non-Ba’ath Party buildings, including the city’s hospitals. 

The U.S. helped the PUK forces to occupy and consolidate control over the city of Kirkuk. The 

PUK then brought in civilian defense units, traffic police and medical staff for the hospitals in 

order to fill the vacuum left behind when the Iraqi government forces and officials fled Kirkuk. 

Kurdish rebels killed several dozen people in the first days after the fall of Kirkuk, including 

some former Ba’ath officials who were executed. 

 

2.23 Provocation of Turkmen Citizens 

 

During my last two visits to Kirkuk after the fall of the Saddam Hussein regime{xe "Kirkuk"}, I 

noticed a very peculiar situation at the governmental offices: at the main entrance of all 

government offices, Kurdish paramilitaries were being used as personal security. 
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The majority of the members of the Kurdish paramilitary are uneducated teenagers without 

proper uniforms. They are stationed at the entrance of every government building, carrying an 

automatic weapon; an AK47. It should be noted that the Iraqi Secret Service, the Iraqi 

Intelligence forces and the Iraqi army have been dissolved and that all their apparatus has been 

dismantled.  

 

The Iraqi citizens in the north, and especially in Kirkuk,{xe "Kirkuk"} are wondering who these 

people are. It is obvious that the Kurdish militia{xe "militia"} is being used with the permission 

of the U.S.{xe "U.S"} forces to deprive the Iraqi citizens of their rights. I wondered why only the 

Kurdish militias are allowed to carry weapons while the others are forbidden from doing so.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 35. Kurdish flags{xe "flag"} raised by the Kurdish Paramilitary in a Turkmen bazaar, 

“Korya Bazari”, (Turkmen Korya Market) in order to provoke the Turkmen, Kirkuk{xe 

"Kerkuk"}, Turkmeneli{xe "Turkmeneli"}: Photo by Mofak Salman{xe "Salman"}  

2.24 Transfer of the Kurds to Kirkuk{xe "Kirkuk"}  

 

In order to change the demography of Kirkuk{xe "Kirkuk"}, the Kurdish parties are using a new 

policy to control all the positions in Governmental offices. After the toppling of the Saddam 

Hussein regime, both Kurdish parties transferred a large number of Kurdish employees and 

police officers from the north of Iraq{xe "Iraq"} to appointments in Kirkuk.  

 

These employees were paid by the Kurdish parties and also provided with false service profiles 

before transferring them to Kirkuk where they were appointed as heads of departments based on 

their “long and outstanding services,” as mentioned in their fabricated curricula vitae.   

 

This problem was clearly stated in 2005 when the Internal Defense Minister in Baghdad{xe 

"Baghdad"} requested the two Kurdish parties to pull out three thousand Kurdish police and return 

them to their original places of residence in Erbil{xe "Erbil"} and Suleymaniyah. Unfortunately, this 

request from the Iraqi central government was completely ignored. 

 

2.25 The Attack on Shifa Hospital 

 

The newly established Shifa hospital, located adjacent to the Kirkuk{xe "Kirkuk"} mosque and 

the Governor{xe "Governor"}’s office, was attacked on the night of 24th March 2004. The Shifa 
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hospital was established with the help of a Turkmen charity called the Turkmeneli{xe 

"Turkmeneli"} Foundation. The main objective of this hospital is to provide free medical 

services for all Iraqi communities. Armed militia{xe "militia"} attacked the hospital with 

machine guns, and in response to the attackers the hospital guards immediately returned fire. The 

attackers fled the scene in a pick-up truck. Later, the police found the truck used by the attackers 

in the neighborhood of Rahimawa, which is a Kurdish suburb located in the north of Kirkuk city. 

The abandoned truck had bullet holes, was stained with blood and contained the empty AK-47 

cartridges. The only militia allowed by the U.S{xe "U.S"}. forces to carry and utilize such 

weapons are the Kurds; however, no one was arrested. The attack on the civil hospital had no 

significant military impact, but the fact remains that such attacks are designed to terrorize the 

Turkmen. 

 

2.26 The Assassination of Brigadier Sabah Bahlul Kara Altun 

 

The Kurdish Paramilitary utilized various methods to marginalize the Turkmen and made several 

desperate attempts to stop the Turkmens’ struggle for their rights in the new Iraq. Amongst these 

methods were threatening letters, kidnapping and assassinations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 36. Brigadier Sabah Bahlul Kara Altun, Kirkuk{xe "Kerkuk"}, Turkmeneli{xe 

"Turkmeneli"}, 2005 

To illustrate this point, on 3
rd
 June, 2005 a prominent Turkmen military brigadier, Mr. Sabah 

Bahlul Kara Altun, was gunned down while he was leaving the Husamadin Mosque in 

Jamahiriya Street, Kirkuk after Friday prayers. The perpetrators who carried out this despicable 

act escaped using a getaway car. Brigadier Sabah Bahlul Kara Altun was a member of the Iraqi 

Turkmen Front and the Kirkuk City Council, and a deputy for internal affairs for the Kirkuk 

Governorate. 

   

2.27 Kurds Harassed Turkish Peacekeeping Force   

  

The Turkish army kept a contingent of a few hundred soldiers in a region of northern Iraq, close 

to the Turkish border, to monitor the activities of Turkish Kurdish terrorist rebels holed up in 

bases in the mountainous regions. These Turkish troops also were used as a peacekeeping force 

between the Kurdish militia, KDP and PUK who fought each other fiercely in the nineties. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

22 

22 

However, on 6
th
 April, 2007 Turkish soldiers travelling in civilian clothes in northern Iraq were 

stopped at a checkpoint in Suleymaniyah at noon where local Kurdish forces verbally abused, 

harassed and pointed their guns at them. 

 

The incident ended when Turkish soldiers introduced themselves as a peacekeeping force. The 

episode was described by the Kurds as a “misunderstanding,” after which the Turkish soldiers 

returned to their bases safely.  

 

The incident caused outrage with the Turks and the General Staff of the Turkish army issued a 

warning statement on 6
th
 April, 2007, as follows: 

“Everybody should know and understand that our elements on duty in this area are sons of the 

Turkish nation and the heroic Turkish army, and the slightest unethical act or behaviour towards 

them will be taken as one against the entire Turkish Republic and the Turkish armed forces, and 

will face a response at the highest necessary level," [
5
] 

 

This despicable act that was carried out by the Kurdish militia toward the unarmed Turkish 

civilians in northern Iraq, and showed the degree of abuse and unfair treatment of the 

peacekeeping forces.  

 

There are still thousands of terrorists from the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) 

stationed in the north of Iraq who have found safe refuge in the mountainous regions.  

 

The Iraqi Kurds who control the security of the north of Iraq are tolerating the PKK terrorist 

movement and even assist PKK terrorists by providing them with free movement, weapons and 

explosives to carry attacks across the Turkish border. The PKK terrorist organization has been 

listed in the USA, EU and other countries as a recognized terrorist group. The presence of the 

PKK in the north of Iraq is a threat to the stability of the region and to the Iraqi people; however, 

central government in Baghdad and the Kurdish Regional Government still tolerate it. 

 

2.28 Kirkuk and Kurdish Election Fraud 

 

According to the Ministry of Commerce, the number of Kurds who were deported from Kirkuk 

under the Arabisation policy by the previous regime was 11,685. However, after the occupation 

of Kirkuk by the Kurdish militia, the number of Kurds brought by both Kurdish parties from 

outside of Kirkuk city and surrounding areas exceeded 300,000.  [Doc.10] 

                                                      
5
http://www.turkishpress.com/news.asp?id=179267,Afp.01-06-2007,22h41, ANKARA  (AFP) 
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Figure 37. Kurdish frauds report to the voting centre in the Turkmen City of Altun Kopri, Iraq, 

where Kurds from northern Iraq are casting their votes. The ink that was used could easily be 

washed off with some chlorine (bleach). The above photos show Kurdish voters caught red handed 

in Altun Kopri, Iraq. 
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Figure 38. Kurdish frauds report to the voting centre in the Turkmen City of Altun Kopri, Iraq, 

where Kurds from northern Iraq are casting their votes. The ink that was used could easily be 

washed off with some chlorine (bleach). The above photos show Kurdish voters caught red handed 

in Altun Kopri, Iraq. 

 

 

Figure 39. Kurdish frauds report to the voting centre in the Turkmen City of Altun Kopri, Iraq, 

where Kurds from northern Iraq are casting their votes. The ink that was used could easily be 

washed off with some chlorine (bleach). The above photos show Kurdish voters caught red handed 

in Altun Kopri, Iraq. 

    
Figure 40. Kurdish frauds have been reported at the voting center in Turkmen City of Altun Kopri, 

Iraq, where Kurds from North of Iraq were casting their votes. The ink that was used could easily be 

washed off with some chlorine (bleach).  The above photos show Kurdish voters were caught red 

handed in Altun Kopri, Iraq. 
  

During the election in January 2005, the Independent Electoral Commission in Iraq received an 

objection from Mr. Yahiya Alasi regarding the participation of the 72,000 illegitimate Kurds 

who were illegally added to the list of the eligible voters by both Kurdish parties. Instead of the 
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fulfilment of his request for the removal of the 72,000 illegitimate Kurds, the commission 

removed Mr.Yahya Alasi from his position, forcibly on the insistence of both Kurdish parties. 

 

Iraqi Turkmen were further outraged when, during the visit of the Deputy US Foreign Minister, 

A. Richard, the green light was to both Kurdish parties to add the names of 108,000 illegitimate 

Kurdish voters’ names to the voting list. 

 

  

Figure 41. Kurdish police were waving a Kurdish flag {xe "flag"}during the election to provoke 

the Turkmen, in Kirkuk{xe "Kerkuk"}, Turkmeneli{xe "Turkmeneli"}  

 

    

Figure 42. Kurdish {xe "flag"}police were waving a Kurdish flag to provoke the Turkmen again, 

in Kirkuk{xe "Kerkuk"}, Turkmeneli{xe "Turkmeneli"}  

 

In the meantime, the Independent Electoral Commission for monitoring the election for the Iraqi 

parliament members from 13th to 15th December, 2005 discovered a wide range of irregularities 

carried out by both Kurdish parties who added 81,000 illegitimate Kurdish names to the voting 

list in Kirkuk and surrounding areas by providing them with forged documents in order to 

qualify them for the election. 

 

The Turkmen called upon the U.S. Ambassador in Baghdad, Zalmay Khalilzad, and the UN 

Representative for Iraq, Mr. Ishraf Kazi, to enforce this removal of these illegal voters through 

the Independent Electoral Commission. 
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Document numbers 614/617, dated 9/12/2005 and 10/12/2005 respectively, stipulated that these 

illegal Kurds should not be allowed to vote because their involvement in the election would be a 

blow against democracy, and a breach of election rules. 

 

It was therefore shocking to see that the Independent Electoral Commission for monitoring the 

election for the Iraqi parliament members deviated from its decision and allowed the illegitimate 

Kurdish voters to vote. It is utterly unacceptable to see that the Commission bowed to Kurdish 

pressure and indicates that the Independent Commission was incapable of fulfilling its duty. In 

addition, the Turkmen of Iraq completely lost trust in the above Commission and called a UN 

representative in Iraq to urgently address the situation. The UN representative took no action.  
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Doc.Arabic (10) 

 

Statically data that were taken from the Ministry of Commence, showing the number of people 

who have been transferred to/out of Kirkuk according to ration cards. 

 

1- The number of people registered in Kirkuk according to the ration cards up to 19/3/2003 

was 834,973 persons. 

2- The last ration card number that was transferred to outside of Kirkuk is 136512 and was 

issued under the name of Delir Hassan Ibrahim.  

3- The last ration card number that was transferred to Kirkuk before 20/3/2007 is 179898 

and was issued to Azad Kadir Jaber. 

4- The number of ration cards transferred to Kirkuk up to 30/9/2004 was 43,386. 

5- The number of people transferred to Kirkuk according to the ration cards is 347,818 

persons, all of whom originate from Suleymaniyah, Erbil and Duhok towns. 

6- The actual numbers of the deportees from all ethnic groups in Kirkuk according to the 

ration cards until 30/3/2003 was 11,568 people.  

Doc. English (10) 
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2.29 The Abduction of Turkmen Journalist Qasim Sari Kahya  

   

 

At approximately 3pm on Saturday 27
th
 October, 2007 Qasim Sari Kahya, 

the Turkmen writer, journalist and Secretary Editor for the Fraternity Club 

of Kardeslik in Baghdad, was abducted along with another three Turkmen 

citizens near the Kirkuk General Hospital by a Kurdish security force 

known as Asayish. Although, several hours later, three of the detainees 

were released, Mr. Qasim was kept for further interrogation. According to 

the information from the released captives, they were tortured physically, 

but they had no news about the fate of Mr. Sari Kahya. However, on 28th 

October, 2007 Mr. Qasim Sari Kahya was transferred from the city of 

Kirkuk to a prison in the city of Erbil for further investigation. Because of the public, political, 

and journalistic outrage and due to the public appeal on TV and radio, he was released on 29th 

October, 2007. 

. 

The Asayish is an unrecognized and illegitimate force that is utilized by both Kurdish parties to 

terrorize innocent civilian people. They are used to kidnap and kill people who defy the Kurdish 

aspiration for establishing a Kurdish state. 

 

2.30 Kurdish Threatening Letter 

 

Following Turkey’s threat in 2008 to enter the north of Iraq to chase and attack the military 

camps of the Kurdish-backed terrorist organization PKK, the Turkmen people received 

numerous numbers of abusive threats from both Kurdish militias. [Doc.11] 
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Doc. Arabic (11) 

 

To: All the patriots of the occupied Kirkuk City 

 

1. Cell (Team) of the martyr Hama Suleiman/Rahim Awa Neighborhood Group. 

2. Cell (Team) of the martyr Izzeddin Kara Mohammed/Imam Kasim Neighborhood. 

3. Cell (Team) of the martyrs Kamil Molla Weyis and Narpa Garip /al-Shorja neighborhood 

Group. 

4. Cell (Team) of the martyr Molla Aras. 

5. Cell (Team) of the martyr Mustafa Azadi /Azadi Neighborhood Group. 

 

Announcement to all Kurdish patriots, warriors and lovers of our city, Kirkuk. 
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We ask you to contact the above-mentioned groups for any urgent need, because the generations 

of the al-Muatasim [
6
] are using the presence of the fighters of the Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) 

at Kurdistan as an excuse to attack Kurdistan territory. The animosity against the Kurds aims to 

protect the remnants of the Ottoman Empire. 

 

From now on, we should prepare ourselves to attack all the organisations of Turanians, [7] by all 

types of weapons, and burn these centers with the eternal fire of Baba Gurgur [8] and burn their 

dirty corpses to return our usurped rights. 

 

We say to the Jash [
9
] of the Turkmen Front, you should know that for any attack by the Turks to 

the Kurdistan region we will take revenge upon you. 

 

This is a warning, and you have no more excuses. 

 

Commandership-  

Groups of the occupied Kirkuk Division 

 

Doc. English (11) 

 

2.31 The Arrest of the Kirkuk Governing Council Member 

 

On the 25
th
 November, 2007 Mr. Hassan Turan, a member of the governing council of Kirkuk, 

was arrested by the Kurdish Asayish at Erbil airport in northern Iraq following his return from 

participation in the international conference that was held in Istanbul in Turkey under the name 

of Kudus and International Conjunction.  

 

He was arrested under the pretext that there were irregularities with his passport and interrogated 

at the airport by security forces and then badly treated during his ordeal by the Asayish terrorist 

group. 

 

Mr. Hassan Turin’s arrest was a clear message of intimidation to the Turkmen politicians and 

intellectuals whom were struggling to have the same rights as the Kurds in northern Iraq. It was 

also one of the methods that have been used by the Asayish to scare and intimidate the Turkmen 

from demanding their political, cultural and economical right in the north of Iraq. 

 

                                                      
6
  Al_Muattasam is a Khalifa who ruled Baghdad in the Abbasid era and his mother was Turkish. 

7
 Al_Turani is a name given to the Turks who are struggling to all Turks under one umbrella and the        Kurds 

accusing the Turkmen of Iraq as a Turani. 
8
 Baba Gergur Fire that burns continuously in Kirkuk oil field. 

9
 Jash A Kurdish militia that was established by the previous Iraq regime of Saddam                                  Hussein  

and they were used by the Iraqi regime to quell the internal uprising and they were mainly      Kurds and they were 

named as a Fursan by the government but they were  called as Jash  by the          Kurds which means donkey. 
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Mr. Hassan Turan was released after approximately twenty-four hours in the Kurdish jail and his 

release came from the efforts of the Iraqi Government, politicians and Turkmen members of the 

governing council of Kirkuk. 

 

 
Figure 43. Turkmen participate in the international conference 

in Istanbul  

 

2.32  Jalal Talabani’s visit to Kirkuk 

 

On 2nd January, 2008, the President of Iraq, Jalal Talabani, visited the city of Kirkuk and was 

accompanied by the Deputy Prime Minister of the Kurdistan region, Mr. Khusrat Rasul, and the 

President of the territory of the Kurdish parliament, Mr. Adnan Mufti. 

 

During his visit to the city, Jalal Talabani held a meeting with members of his political party, the 

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), in the Arafa neighbourhood in Kirkuk. He then met the 

Kirkuk governor, Mustafa Abdurrahman, and in addition to that met with only the Kurdish 

members of the Kirkuk governing council.  

 

Jalal Talabani totally ignored and disregarded the Turkmen, Arabs and Assyrians. His decision to 

not see the Turkmen, Assyrian and Arab members of the governing council in Kirkuk clearly 

indicate and  show his bad intentions and, furthermore, reveal that he lacks experience and is 

incompetent in his running of the country. 

 

When Jalal Talabani was appointed as President of Iraq, he automatically swore that he would 

not be biased toward, or discriminates against, any Iraqi on the basis of their ethnic origin or 

colour. Unfortunately, Jalal Talabani openly exploited his position when he approached and met 

only the Kurdish groups, totally disregarding and ignoring the indigenous people of the city of 

Kirkuk; the Turkmen of Iraq. His action was deliberate, biased and designed to eliminate, 

assimilate and give more power to the Kurdish militia in the city of Kirkuk. He acted more as a 

PUK party leader than the President of Iraq. 
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2.33  Iraqi Demonstration against the Kurdish Ambassador in Sweden 

 

At the major central square in Stockholm, and in front of the Kurdish Ambassador, Ahmad 

Bamarni, the Kurdish militia known as ‘Peshmerga’ assaulted the Iraqi poet, painter and political 

analyst Miss Hana Jawad, because she raised the Iraqi flag next to the Kurdish flag during the 

celebration of Cultural Day.  

 

Thus, on 21
st
 December, 2007 a protest was held against the Iraqi Embassy in Sweden. 

Following this, a delegation from the Iraqi community in Sweden visited the Swedish Foreign 

Ministry in Stockholm and complained about the Iraqi Embassy staff failing in the 

implementation their duties towards Iraqi citizens. Their complaint centered on the Iraqi 

Embassy becoming an office for Kurdish political party, run by Kurdish militants. 

 

The bad attitudes and the unacceptable behavior of the Kurdish staff within the Iraqi Embassy 

toward the Iraqi citizens, was engendered by delaying the issuing and renewing of passports and 

other governmental paperwork for Iraqi citizens. 

 

The representative of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Sweden, Mr. Anders Nyström, and the 

Director of Protocols for the Middle East Ministry received an Iraqi delegation. The Iraqi 

delegation informed the Minister of Foreign Affairs that the Iraqi Embassy was harshly treating 

Iraqi citizens and that it was totally controlled by the Kurdish militia. 

 

The delegation also sent a copy of their press protest statement to Mr. Kala Arashwn, a member 

of the Swedish Parliament, and to the European Union and the Turkish, Syrian, Iranian, 

Lebanese and Afghan Embassies.  

 

The Iraqi delegation that visited the Swedish Foreign Ministry consisted of Dr. Hussein Musawi, 

D. Azad, journalist Fikret Yildiz, writer George Dnkha, Dr. Omar Alanni, and the poet Nur 

Abdulzahrh Ku'bi. 

 

2.34 Kurds Squatting on Turkmen Land in Tuz Khormatu 

 

On the early morning of 10th February, 2008 the Turkmen citizens of Tuz Khormatu were woken 

by the sound of bulldozers and the  activities of dozens of Kurds supported by the Kurdish 

militia who were  putting down the foundations for the preparation of new Kurdish settlements 

on Turkmen land.  

 

The Kurdish citizens’ construction on the Turkmen land was a clear violation of the Land 

Registration Law. However, when the Turkmen citizens complained to the police, who were 

mainly Kurds, no action was taken to stop the squatters.  Furthermore, on the second day of 
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construction the Turkmen in Tuz Khormatu complained to the councillor and the deputy 

councillor for district of Tuz Khormatu, Mr. Ali Hashim Alhusseini, about the Kurdish 

confiscation of Turkmen land. Once again, no action was taken to stop the Kurdish squatters. [
10
] 

 

 
Figure 44. Kurds squatting on Turkmen land in Tuz Khormatu 

 

 

 
Figure 45. Kurds squatting on Turkmen land in Tuz Khormatu 

 

                                                      
10

http://www.turkmentimes.net/Default/wesima_articles/news-20080210-9844.html.Sunday,10/02/2008 , Ahmed 

Hashim Mokhtaroglu  
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Figure 46 Kurds squatting on Turkmen land in Tuz Khormatu 

 

 

2.35  Expelling the Turkmen from the Eorth Gas Company’s Compound 

 

On 23rd February, 2008 the security authorities for the North Gas Company in Kirkuk threatened 

to expel Turkmen retirees who lived in North Gas Company houses. The Turkmen had worked 

for the North Gas Company for over 35 years and had lived in these houses over 25 years.  

 

Some of the 600,000 Kurds that had been brought into the area following the toppling of Saddam 

Hussein had already been housed by the North Gas Company but this was just the beginning. 

 

To this end, on 23rd February, 2008 the security authorities for the North Gas Company in 

Kirkuk sent a warning letter to all Turkmen retirees who lived in these houses, instructing them 

to leave within fifteen days, otherwise a proper legal action and proper force would be used to 

evict them without the need for a court order [Doc.12]. These letters were only sent to Turkmen 

residents. [
11
] 

 

                                                      
11
 http://www.tanis-turkmen.nl/index.php?sub=news&oi=6032&lang=ar&page=15  
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Figure 47. Shows the Kurdish party HQ and Kurdish squatters on the North Gas Company 

compound  

 

Kurdish squatters who settled in these houses came from outside Kirkuk and inhabited part of the 

same compound by expelling some of its original inhabitants at gunpoint. They subsequently 

built the headquarters of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, as is evident in the picture, and 

Kurdish squatters were welcomed by the Director of the North Gas Company, Haner Najib 

Hassan, a Kurdish member of the National Kurdistan Democratic Party. The most striking thing 

was that no letters were sent to the Kurdish squatters from the security authorities in the North 

Gas Company and they were protected by the Kurdish militia. The Kurdish militia warned the 

security authorities in the North Gas Company not to approach these Kurdish squatters who 

came from outside of Kirkuk and never worked for the North Gas Company. 

 

Kurdish Party Office  Eorth Gas Company Houses 
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 Doc.Arabic (12) 

 

 

North Gas Company 

Issue: 

Date: 17/2/2008 

To Mr. XXXXX 

SUBJECT/ Warning 

 

Herewith to comply with the request of the Minister of the Oil that is dated on the 27/12/2007.  

Since you have violated, you have been warned to evacuate the XXXXX number XXX and 

return it back to the North Gas Company, and you have been given a warning of 15 days to 

comply with the decision from the above date.  

Otherwise, legal action will be taken against of you and force used to eject you from the above 

property without having a court order. 

 

Deputy of the Director of Oil 

Meshal Hammed Aljuburri 

Director of legislation 

Doc. English (12) 
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2.37 The Kurdish Parties Harbouring PKK Terrorist Organisations 

The PKK terrorist group, which has Marxist-Leninist roots, was formed in the late 1970s and 

launched an armed struggle against the Turkish government in 1984, calling for an independent 

Kurdish state within Turkey. Since then, more than 37,000 people have died. During the conflict, 

which reached a peak in the mid-1990s, hundreds of villages were attacked and destroyed by the 

PKK terrorist organisation in the largely Kurdish south-east and east of Turkey, and hundreds of 

thousands of innocent people fled to cities in other parts of the country.  

After the fall of the Ba’ath regime in 2003, with the help of the KDP and PUK, the PKK terrorist 

organisation utilised northern of Iraq as a safe haven area and it was here that they built their 

training camps, hospital, and party offices. 

The Kurdish militias that are led by both Barzani and Talabani supported the PKK terrorist 

organisation with arms, logistical support, and transportation. The injured PKK terrorists who 

fought the Turkish army were transported and treated in Erbil hospitals, which were under 

control the KDP militia. They were provided with passports, identity cards and given the right to 

vote during the Iraqi election, and have since opened several party offices in Kirkuk, Erbil and 

Duhok.  

Instead of the PKK terrorist members being arrested by the US forces in conjunction with 

Kurdish police in north of Iraq but unfortunately they were provided with radio station by the 

Kurdish parties in North of Iraq. 

Although the PKK have been recognised as a terrorist organisation by the European, USA and 

other countries. They have been armed and supported by the both Kurdish parties in north of Iraq 

and the PKK terrorist members have been allowed to base in the Candil mountains of northern 

Iraq; and the Iraqi Kurdish parties have been unwilling, to take action against PKK terrorist bases 

in north of Iraqi and both Kurdish parties and Us forces have been allowing the PKK terrorist 

members to carry out attack on Turkey territory. 
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Figure 48. PKK terrorist organization broadcasting in Kirkuk 

 

 
Figure 49. FM Radio Welat, provided by the Kurdish militia for the PKK terrorist organization 

in Kirkuk 
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Figure 50. A PKK terrorist organization broadcasting station in Kirkuk 

 

 
Figure 51. A PKK terrorist organization broadcasting station in Kirkuk 
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Figure 52. A PKK broadcasting station in Kirkuk, provided by the Iraqi Kurdish militia  

 

 

 2.38 The Kurdish terror in north of Iraq 

 

 

Mr. Lokman Nejam Ahmed was born in 1
st
 July 1968 in the district of Telkeef that is 

linked to the city of city of Mosul.  He was arrested on the 8
th
 of July 2007 

on the Iraqi/Turkish border Ibrahim Alkhalil by the Kurdish secret police 

that are known as Asayish while he was travelling from the city of Mosul 

to Turkey with a group of a Turkmen from the city of Erbil. 

Mr. Lokman Nejam Ahmed was working as a deputy of the ITF (Iraqi 

Turkmen Front) in the city of Mosul and according to the witnesses who 

were with him at the time. They have confirmed that Mr. Lokman Nejam 

was forced out of his car by the Kurdish police at the Iraqi Turkish border 

Ibrahim Alkhalil by the Asayish.  

However, after months following his arrest his family with the help of Kurdish friends have 

managed to find out that he has been imprisoned in the city of Duhok by the Kurdish authorities. 

Only his immediate family has been allowed to visit him in prison. His family is allowed visit 

him once every two months. Mr. Lokman Nejam has been accused of various unfounded 

accusations and nevertheless the Kurdish police have totally failed to produce any evidence or 

proof of his illegal involvement against the Kurdish authorities. 
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Thus Mr. Lokman Nejam Ahmed’s family has approached the deputy governor of the city of 

Mosul for help and support but unfortunately no support was provided and he was released on 

the 4
th
 of February   2009. 

In my personal opinion the Turkmen people in Turkmeneli and especially the ITF members have 

been continuously arrested, imprisoned, tortured and treated inhumanely by the Kurdish police 

only for being Turkmen as this happened recently to a teacher called Ganim Mahmud who is 60 

years old, he was tortured and insulted by the Kurdish authority in north of Iraq but later on Mr. 

Ganim Mahmud was released after a month of continuous torturing and was asked why his 

nephew is helping the Turkmen teachers in promoting Turkmen teaching.  Mr. Lokman Nejam 

Ahmed has been kept in the Kurdish prison without formal charges and his case has not been 

submitted to the court.  

 

  
Figure 53. National Identity certificate of Mr. Lokman Nejam Ahmed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.39  Abduction Turkmen Eews Reader by Kurdish police  
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Figure 54. Turkmeneli TV news reader Mr. Timor Beyatli  

 

Mr. Timor Beyatli is a Turkmen citizen who is employed by the Turkmeneli TV as a news reader 

at the Arabic section that broadcast from Kerkuk in Iraq.  

 

On 5th of November 2008, Mr.Timor Beyatli left the city of Kerkuk and drove to Erbil airport to 

catch his flight to Istanbul (Turkey) where he had been invited to participate in a conference 

about Media and Journalism. Before boarding the airplane he made a call to his family in Turkey 

informing them that he was on his way to Istanbul and that he would contact them upon his 

arrival at Istanbul airport. Unfortunately, when the plane landed in Istanbul Mr. Timor Beyatli 

was not among the passengers because he had been abducted just before he got on the plane (on 

the 8.15pm flight) at Erbil airport by the Kurdish security forces (known as the Asayish which 

belong to the Kurdish leader of the KDP party Massoud Barzani. Mr. Timor Beyatli was 

transferred from Erbil airport to a prison in the city of Erbil for further investigation. 

 

Because of the public, political and journalistic outrage and due to the media appeal. Mr. Tamur 

Beyatli was released on 7
th
 November 2008 and he was released without charges.  
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