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Before the Iraqi general elections, the tension among the Kurdish parties is observed to be increasingly growing. As well as the rivalry between the Kurdish Alliance List and the Goran Movement, a power struggle is also taking place between the KDP and the PUK. Mesud Barzani is in great efforts to prove that the KDP has a stronger power base than the PUK. Therefore, the KDP security and public order units are visiting the houses of the Kurdish families in some provinces especially in Kirkuk and making recommendations to vote for the KDP candidates. On the other hand, it is stressed that the KDP is trying to take measures that will bring the KDP elements to the fore through carrying out fraudulence in the ballot boxes particularly in Arbil and Dohuk. In the meantime, Barzani is again meeting the leaders of the tribes and peshmerge commanders whom he had offended by dismissing them from their office in the past and thus he had caused them to approach the PUK. It is even stated that he has appointed them to the new offices and asked them to join the KDP ranks. 

 One of the reasons for the tension between KDP and PUK is the non fulfillment by the KDP ministers of the orders which the Kurdish regional government prime minister Barham Salih intends to implement. This situation has caused Salih to hand in his resignation twice. Upon these developments, the prime minister who met Jalal Talabani complained about the non fulfillment of his orders by the KDP ministers. For, the Minister of Justice Raof Rashid Abdolrahman states at every opportunity that “he will not fulfill anybody’s directions apart from Barzani’s and under these conditions it is very difficult for him to work.” 

KDP members do not fulfill the orders of the prime minister in order to seize again the office of the prime minister in the Kurdish regional government parliament. KDP is carrying out a campaign aiming that Salih is unsuccessful. KDP members state openly that after the Iraqi general elections, if the PUK loses considerable number of votes and seats, the situation in the Kurdish parliament will be reviewed too. 

The PUK is unable to solve the political problems in Sulaymeniyah and its surrounding area and prevent the effectiveness of Nawshirwan Mustafa, the leader of the Goran Movement. This situation is received with pleasure by the KDP members. For it is known that the senior KDP members are meeting N.Mustafa in order to be able to establish a strong Kurdish alliance within the central administration after the Iraqi parliamentary elections. The report of Rudaw Newspaper dated 18 February 2010 even claims that “the Goran Movement has received 500.000 dollars per month from the KDP, the KDP has considered itself as the older brother and it will set the younger brothers against each other and within this framework, it will continue to provide political and financial support to the Goran Movement in order to enable it to weaken the PUK.” 

The power struggle between the KDP and the PUK is also occurring on the subject of Kirkuk. Within the scope of Mixed Force project, due to the fact that 9th Brigade subordinate to the PUK has deployed in Shivan, Kharaincir, Leylan and Dakuk of Kirkuk, 10th Brigade subordinate to the KDP  has deployed in Altunkupri on the border of Kirkuk. Due to the developments, Iraqi Land Forces ordered the 12th Division deployed in Kirkuk to be on alert and officially request an additional Brigade. The KDP officials stated that “they moved the 10th Brigade to the Kirkuk border as a counterbalance for the PUK has moved the 9th Brigade to Kirkuk, they plan to meet the PUK officials and considered to form a new Brigade which will involve equal number of peshmerges”. However, no development has occurred on this subject. The KDP is allegedly trying to attain military and political superiority against the PUK in Kirkuk through this initiative and also, carry out election irregularities in the areas of Kirkuk that is neighboring the Kurdish region in the general elections. 

The experts note that in the face of the KDP activities to influence the elections, the PUK will also develop measures and this struggle will make a negative impact on the approaching elections. 

 

