CHRISTIANS IN THE NORTH OF IRAQ COMPLAIN ABOUT PRESSURES
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                   The security situation in Mosul and in its neighborhoods deteriorates more and more day by day. In the recent period, attacks that had been conducted toward some Christian citizens in front of the security forces, which ended up by the death of the above-mentioned Christians, caused reactions. Since, a Christian is murdered in Hamdaniye every day in average. A Christian woman student from the University of Mosul has been kidnapped in recent days and the security forces have not delivered a statement regarding the whereabouts of the above-mentioned person yet. The most significant point in this case is that the security forces remained indifferent about the case.  
                   Another issue that caused the reactions of the Christians is the attacks that were conducted against the places of worship.  According to the received information, lastly some attacks were carried out with vehicle-born explosives against three different churches. Great material damage was caused especially in the churches of Mar Korkis and Mar Toma. Therefore, the worshiping activities of these churches were suspended. Meanwhile, due to the fact that the law enforcement and security units of the Kurdish Regional Administration do not let any social and religious activities to be carried out, the uneasiness in the region seems to be going to increase.    
                   Because of the fact that the Christmas celebrations and the day of Ashura  were at the same days, tension raised in Bartilla due to the provocation of the Kurdish groups. There has been no conflict between the Christians and Shiites living in the region until today. However, Kurds try to leave the Christians alone and vulnerable in the region by provoking some ethnic and religious groups against them. As a result of these efforts of the Kurds, the Christians migrate to other places, since they are concerned about their lives. The abandoned houses are immediately occupied by the Kurds and the Christian families are threatened and warned “not to come back again.” Residential areas of Mosul, Baghdadiyah and Telkeyf; and the districts of Faysaliyah, Saha, Nur, Tahrir and Davasa have been cleaned off Christians. Antiques in the region were looted by the Kurds and many lands were usurped.    
                   Experts point out that Christians, that display an opponent attitude toward KDP and PUK, affect the future plans of both of the parties negatively. Therefore, it is commonly believed that the Kurdish groups are behind the policy of pressure and suppression conducted against Christians. Now it is wondered that if the elements under the “Ishtar Democratic Alliance” directed by KDP and PUK could win the single-seated quota that is dedicated to Christians.  
