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Accuracy of the Associated Press Questioned Over Reporting of Police Deaths

On 8 September 2009, the Associated Press has reported news about the targeting of a police
team in northern Irag. The correspondent did not specify who were targeted. In fact, the twelve
policemen, including 2 officers that were killed or wounded were from Iraq’s Turkmen community .
The Iragi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation condemns the misleading of some
international news agencies which reported the serial targeting of Iragi Turkmen in the vast
Turkmen regions. In these areas, the Kurdish Peshmerga militias and politicized security agents
operate, have long been the location of repeated assassinations, arbitrary detentions, abductions
and torture in prisons and transfers of population .

The Iragi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation urges all the correspondents of the
international agencies to pay greater attention towards the information they receive from
correspondents in northern Iraq, particularly from correspondents of Kurdish origin, who fail to
adequately report the incidents of violence targeting the Turkmen people .

The media as the so-called 'fourth power’ has an obligations to both Iragi and international
society to ensure the accurate and objective reporting of events. We hope that in future the AP
will maintain this commitment and provide the public with true insights into the situation in Iraq
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