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Minute of the negotiations between the Turkmen and the Kurdish representatives in the Council of Kerkuk City
At 31 January 2008 and during his visit to Kerkuk city, the Iraqi president met the Turkmen group in the Kerkuk city council. The reasons why the Turkmen group protests meetings of the Kerkuk city council was discussed. The Turkmen group presented the seven rightful demands to the president which all were found acceptable by him. 
FIRST SESSION – 25 February 2008

The demands of the Turkmen group are as follows:

1) Appointment of Turkmen in one of the 3 higher posts in the province; Governor, the deputy governor or president of the city council.
2) According to the Iraqi constitution the Turkmen language should be made an official language beside the Arabic and Kurdish in the province. Starting from adding of the Turkmen language into the all signboards of the city beside the Arabic and Kurdish.
3) Starting from the directors of the governmental offices the shared administration should be put into force. This was approved by all the components of Kerkuk peoples: 32% from the Turkmen, the Arab and the Kurds and 4% from the Christians of Kerkuk.
4) To stop the illegal buildings on the lands of the Turkmen and of the municipality and government and return those lands which were taken away. 
5) Rebuilding of the Turkmen neighborhoods inside Kerkuk city (Tisin, Kala and Arasa … etc) and the villages in the other districts of the Kerkuk province (Kifri, Bashir, Yaychi … etc) which was demolished by the Ba’ath regime and fully substitution of the owners.
6) De-politicization of the development projects in the province and prevention of the monopolization in favor of single ethnic group.

7) Discontinuation of intimidation of the Turkmen staffs, particularly, the relatively few number of Turkmen directors. 
If the first item can not be realized at the time being, we would temporarily hold the second assistant of the governor, the second deputy of president of the council, additionally the decisions should be made by accord. If the usurpation of the lands continued, the responsibilities should be put on the regional government. 
The reply of Kurdish group:

· That the Turkmen group formerly did not accept the post of second assistant of the governor. In our contract with the Arabic group, we have agreed on only one assistant for the governor, therefore, the realization of this demand is not possible at the time being. We should discuss it with the Arabic group. This can be possible when the new city council legislation come into force.
· Regarding the Turkmen language, the constitution is not clear; the constitutional court should present clarification. (Worth noting that the first version of the final Iraqi constitution was stating that the Turkmen language is going to be official language in the regions were the Turkmen people live. This has most probably been consciously changed to a vague expression: the Turkmen language is going to be official language in the regions were the Turkmen density is found)
· The decisions can not be made by the accord. (In this case, all the decisions will be made by the  Kurdish group, because they constitute the majority after the last election) 
· The second deputy of the president of the council was given to the Islamist Kurds as part of political agreement. This should be discussed with them.

· Regarding the usurped lands, a commission will be constituted and you will have a representative their. (The vast Turkmen lands were confiscated by Ba’ath regime in Kerkuk province were given to the Arabs, therefore, the Arabs in the commission will not vote for returning of Turkmen lands. On the other hand, the vast Turkmen and governmental lands were usurped after occupation by the Kurds, as a result the Kurds in the commission is going also vote against returning of the lands)
· Regarding the percentages of the shared administration, we have addressed to the ministers council and we are waiting their reply.

· Let us to sign the issues on which we agreed and meet for the other issue later on.

When the Turkmen group said that we would sign after agreement on all the issues, the Kurdish group changed the mind and said that they should discuss with the Arabic group. The conference was postponed.
SECOND SESSION – 2 March 2008
In this session the Kurdish group said:

· That we might sign the issues on which we are accord.

· We have benefited from the authority vacuum in the beginning and wrote the Kurdish signboards on the signboards, later on, the Kurdish became an official language. We are not against making the Turkmen an official language, we have written to the constitutional court and we will be enlightened about the word density in the constitution.

· Regarding the posts in the province, all are occupied; the only post which is vacant is the post of president of the district council. We are not against giving the second assistant of the governor to the Turkmen, but the Arabic group don’t want share the second assistant of the government with others. You may have the second assistant of the governor, when the new city council legislation comes into force. 

· The census is going to prove who are the majority in the province is. (the Kurds dominate the administration in Kerkuk province, the huge manipulations which took place in the preceding two Iraqi general elections and referendum on the constitution is surely going to occur in any upcoming election)
Without agreement the meeting was postponed.
THIRD SESSION – 9 March 2008
In the beginning of the meeting, the Kurdish representatives wished that the meeting will be successful, but they said that:

· They have an agreement with the Arabic group and the Arabic group refuses creation of the second assistant of the governor.
· The Turkmen have already enjoyed the rights of education and press and they practice their cultural rights, for the further rights we should have information from the constitutional court.
· There is a sort of distrustfulness between us, which should be removed. We agree principals, but we disagree on the details.

· It is important that the Turkmen group return to the city council

As an encouraging behavior from the Turkmen group, they agreed to sign if the Kurdish group accepted that the Turkmen should be an official language in the province. The USA consul considered this idea a positive behavior which will support co-operation and increase the trustfulness.

The Turkmen group also said that the agreement between the Kurdish and the Arabic groups will restrict themselves and not the Turkmen group. This is a method of delay policy.

The meeting was postponed without agreement.
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