Reliable references on the Turkmen Nature of Kerkuk City

1. Ottoman’s Empire Annual book of 1907 (H. 1325), under section information “Malumat” states:

“Kerkuk city constitutes Kale, Karsiyaka and Korya quarters. There are 14 neighborhoods in these 3 quarters. The male population size is 27.405, which formed from 26.510 Muslims, 432 Chaldean, 463 Jewish. If the number of female is estimated to be as much as the male then the population size will be 54.810. The number of foreigners is 3000. The total number of Kerkuk population is 57.810. The population of the city is generally of Turkish origin and their language is Turkish. The foreigners are Arabs, Kurds and Persians”
2. Vital Cuinet in his book entitled “La Turquie d'Asie”, Paris, 1894, approximate:

 The population of Kerkuk city to 30.000, He considers the number of Turkmen as 28.000 (93.5%).
3. The League of Nations, Report Submitted to the Council by the Commission Instituted by the Council Resolution of September 30th, 1924, Page 38:

“At Kerkuk the only newspaper which appears - twice weekly - under Government control, is printed in Turkish. Official Acts are published in Turkish and Arabic. The British political officer knows Turkish but speaks neither Arabic nor Kurdish.” “It is obvious, however, that the basis stock of the population of these towns along what is known as the "high-road" (Kerkuk, Erbil, ….) is Turkish. The leading men are Turkish, and in several of their houses we were able to note, without questioning them, that they spoke Turkish with the members of their families. We may mention that even the Christians of Kerkuk speak Turkish among themselves.”

4. J.S. Buckingham, “Travels in Mesopotamia: Including a Journey from Aleppo to Baghdad”, Gregg International Publisher 1971, P. 348 – 349:

“The language, features, and complications of the inhabitants (Kifri) are chiefly Turkish.” All the country in Kifri district, which he accounted to 30 miles, as large number of villages and greatly predominant Turkish features, while all the rest of the country between them is desert. 

5. Ibid., Page 338:

Buckingham visited Kerkuk in 1827 and determined the Kurdish country as 4 days away at the east of Kerkuk city.

4. Ibid., Page 348-349:

After leaving the Kurdish region he describes the Kifri district: 
“The Change in the customs and aspect of the people, confirmed the fact that we were now within the Turkish dominions” “The servant were Turks, and everything around us announced a change of country as well as of People”

7. Hanna Batatu in his book titled “The old social classes and the Revolutionary Movements of Iraq”, (Princeton University Press, New Jersey 1978), p. 913, mentions:

“Kerkuk, an oil center, lying 180 miles north of Baghdad, had been Turkish through and through in the not too distant past. By degrees, Kurds moved into the city from the surrounding villages. With the growth of the oil industry, their migration intensified. By 1959, they had swollen to more than one third of the population, and the Turkmen had declined to just over half, the Assyrians and Arabs accounting, in the main, for the rest of the total of 120,000.”. 

8. Ibid., Page 45 - 46:

“The Turkmen owned much of the agricultural country in the Malhah region, along the lesser Zab and in the western outskirts of Kerkuk, but their ploughs and sheep were tended by Arabs”.

9. D. McDowall “A Modern History of the Kurds”, I.B.Tauris & Co Ltd Publishers 1996, London & New York, Page 305:

“In mid July 1959, another serious disturbance occurred; this time in Kerkuk, a town waiting to explode, once again, the spark was a rally by leftists. It will be recalled that the IPC in the north preponderantly Kurdish. Tension had been growing for some time between Turkmen, the originally predominant element, and Kurds who had settled during the 1930s and 1940s, driven from the land by landlord rapacity and drawn by the chance for employment in the burgeoning oil industry.  By 1959 half the populations of 150,000 were Turkmen, rather less than half were Kurds and the balance Arabs, Assyrians and Armenians.”

10. Ibid., page 329:

“When the government proposed to apply the 1957 census to Kerkuk, Mulla Mustafa refused it, since this was bound to show that the Turkmen, although outnumbered in the province as a whole, were still predominant in Kerkuk town”.

11. Ibid., page 3:

“Kerkuk City had a large Turkmen population as recently as 1958”. “Few Kurds would claim quite as much today, but would still claim the city of Kerkuk, even though it had a larger Turkmen population as recently as 1958.”

12. Claudius James Rich, “Residence in Kurdistan”, (Printed by Anton Hain KG, Meisenheim / Glan, West Germany; Republished in 1972 by Gregg International Limited West mead, Farnborough, Hants, England 1972), Vol. I, Page 45 – 46:

C. J. Rich portrayed the country at the southern east of Kerkuk city as follows: “The people of his (Leylan) and all the neighboring villages are of Turkmen race”.

13. Ibid., Page 47: 

C. J. Rich portrayed the country at the east of Kerkuk city as follows:
“The Qara Hasan (north east to Leylan) is worth about 85,000 piaster annually, and extended in length about 6 hours. The late war, and the constant inroads of Kurds, have greatly depopulated this district, and proved very destructive to the agriculture”. “Rich portrayed the Kurdish invasion into the western Kerkuk city as harassed, destructive, robbery and depopulating”.
14. Ibid., Page 142. 

The natives of Kerkuk were not considered Kurdish by Rich: “Kerkuk is the mart to which all the production of Suleymaniyya are carried, not by the Kurds them self’s, by the natives of Kerkuk, who come here for the purpose, and make advances of money to the cultivators for their rice, honey, & c”.51
15. Ibid., Page 272:

“Kurdistan commences 4 hours from Kifri”

16. Ibid., Page 26:

“We rode through gardens of date, orange, lemon, fig, apricot, pomegranate, and olive trees, which completely conceal the town” “The rest of the place is merely built of mud. The people are Turkish, and are mostly Ismaelians, or Tcheragh Sonderans”

17. Ibid., Page 273: 

In the description of Kurdistan by Rich only the outer eastern part of Kerkuk province (Chemchimal) was included: 

“September 28.-I procured from Omar Aga a list, which is given below, of all the districts of this part of Koordistan, commencing- from the Baghdad frontier.

Daoude; It commences four hours from Kifri. Dillo; Zenganeh; Kuom; Zun, or Zend: so called from the people who inhabit the district. Sheikhan; Nura and Tchemtchemal; Tchia Souz, i. e. the Green Mount; Kewatchemala; Shuan; Tchubook Kalaa; Esker; Kalaa Sewka; Gird Khaber; Bazian. This finishes the outer line to Sulimania.

We now return to Karadagh, which is bounded by Dillo and .Zenganeh on the west and north. On the south it goes to the Diala. The pass of Banikhilan on the Diala is in Karadagh. Karadagh is a large government, and is subdivided into several districts; that in which Banikbilan is situated is called Dizziaieesh, in which is also Gewrakalaa.

Warmawa; Sertchinar, in which is Sulimania. Soordash; Mount Goodroon is in this district. Mergeh; Pizhder. Between Mergeh and Pizhder flows the river of Altoon Kiupri, whose source is at Lajan, four or five hours west of Saouk Boolak. Ghellala; Shinek; Mawutt; Aalan; Siwell; Seraotl Mirawa; bounded 'by Mnwutt, Siwell, and Aalan. Balukh Gapiron; Sheherbazar; Berkeou; Serotchik; Kulambar; Hallebjee; bounded by Khulambar, Juanroo, Warmawa, and Zehav. Shemiran; a mountainous and desert district on the other side the Diala. Tchowtan; written Tcheftan; it adjoins Kizzeljee. Kizzeljee; Terratool. Kara Hassan, a district which somctimes belongs to Baghdad and sometimes to Koordistan; it is bounded by Kerkook, Leilnn, Tcbemtchemal, and Shuan.”

18. Edward Y. Odisho, “City of Kerkuk: No historical authenticity without multiethnicity”. Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, IL U.S.A., P 5 – 6:

“The Turkmen as a large native community in Kerkuk city”, “the largest Turkmen population concentration is in the city of Kerkuk whose linguistics, cultural and ethnic identity is distinctly colored by their presence”.

19. Marion Farouk, Iraq since 1958 – From Revolution to dictatorship, IB Tauris &co. Ltd, London 2001, p 70 – 72.

“The original population of Kerkuk city was Turkmen and the Kurds were more recent incomers. The Turkmen had always dominated the socio-economic and political life of the Kerkuk city”. 

20. Abbas Kelidar, “The Integration of Modern Iraq”, Croom Helm Ltd. London 1979, Page 23:

“In Kerkuk the main cause of hesitation in participating in the elections was the uncertainty as to whether the special conditions accorded to the Turkmen minority, when the inhabitants accepted inclusion in Iraq, would thereby be jeopardized. These privileges were that the Turkmen language – Turkish – should be the official language in Kerkuk, and the officials should be local men. The high commissioner assured them that these privileges would not lapse, unless the inhabitants decided voluntarily to dispense with them.”

21. Cecil John Edmonds, “Kurds, Turks and Arabs”: Politics, Travel and research in North-Eastern Iraq”, 1919-1925, Oxford University Press 1957, Page 265:

“The population at the time which I am writing numbered perhaps about 25,000, of whom the great majority was Turkmen and about one-quarter Kurds, with smaller colonies of Arab, Christians and Jews”.

22. “Encyclopedia Britannica”, Vol. 6, 1989, p. 890. 

“Most of Kerkuk City population is of Turkmen stock”

23. Britannica.com, “Title Kerkuk”, <http://www.britannica.com/eb/article?eu=46695&tocid=0>, 2001 Britannica.com Inc.

In the latest Internet version, the expression has been changed to “The city’s population is of mixed Turkmen, Arab and Kurdish stock”.

24. William R. Hay, “Two Years in Kurdistan 1918 – 1920”, (William Clowes and Sons, Limited, London and Beccles 1921), Page 81: 

“Starting from with the Nebi Yunus on the bank of the Tigris opposite Mosul, and running down through Erbil, Altun Kopri, Kerkuk, Kifri and Kizil Rabat to Mendeli we find a line of towns with Turkmen speaking inhabitants”, 

“Kerkuk is the main center of Turkmen Population and before the war possessed 30,000 inhabitants. Several villages in its vicinity are also Turkmen speaking.”

25. Max van der Stoel, Special Reporter of the Commission Human Rights, “Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Iraq” , E/CN.4/1994/58:

“After the 1970s, Arabs have enjoyed special incentives and rights, which encouraged thousands of families to settle in the historically Turkmen area Kerkuk”

26. Cecil John Edmonds, “Kurds, Turks and Arabs”: Politics, Travel and research in North-Eastern Iraq”, 1919-1925, Oxford University Press 1957, Page 271: 

Edmonds writes about the first appearance of the Talabani Kurds, who are considered the first Kurdish group entered Kirkuk, and their movement toward Kirkuk City as a follows:

“Mulla Mahmut, who, allowing again thirty-three years for a generation, may have flourished towards the end of the eighteenth century, married a daughter or a granddaughter of Mir Ismail, then paramount chief of his own tribe, the Zangana who lived at Qaitul. Their son, Sheikh Ahmet, moved to the village of Talaban (from which the family takes its name) across the Basira river in Chemchemal territory.” “Of Ahmet’s sons Ghafur founded the Koi branch of the Family.”

27. Tawfik al-Tunchi, “la Tulin al-Dhalam Ishil Shamaa”

This Kurdish writer dates the arrival of Dawuda Kurds, who constitute the majority of the Kurds at the south of Kirkuk city, to the south of Kirkuk city to 19th century:

“By the Ottoman Ferman the villages of Haftagar were owned to the Agahs of Kurdish Dawuda tribe in the 19th century”
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