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(The Dark Era of the Turkmen of Tuz Khurmatu District under the
Protection of the Kurdish Parties and the Peshmerga (2003-2017) )

& &

X > Sl
(Sheth Jerjis)

This article concerns the Arabic version of the same English-language

contribution in this 2025 volume of our journal, translated by the author himself.

English Abstract This article seeks to provide details and revealing
insights about the difficult, indeed dire conditions experienced by the
Turkmen in the district of Tuz Khurmatu, due to the policies of the Kurdish
parties and the behaviour of the Peshmerga fighters, who monopolised the
administration and governance of the district, along with other Turkmen
areas, after the fall of the Ba’ath regime led by Saddam Hussein in April

2003, for 11 years until mid-2014, and with the Shi’ite armed factions since
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then until October 2017. This occurred at a time when the Iraqi state had
collapsed and the rule of law was absent, and the Kurdish parties were the
second largest force in the administration of the Iraqi state after the

international, US-led coalition forces.

The article also examines the ethnic and sectarian composition of the Tuz
Khurmatu district, the suffering of the district’s Turkmen majority under
the ethnic cleansing policies practiced by the Ba'ath regime, and the
administrative and political situation after its fall. It also discusses how
Western media, strategic centres, and human rights organisations dealt
with the Turkmen presence in Iraq in general, and with the bloody events
and the suffering of the Turkmen there during the period of study. The
article concludes that the Turkmen of Tuz Khurmatu experienced the
worst period in their history, specifically between 2003 and 2014, when they
were under the sole control of Kurdish parties and were ‘protected’

exclusively by Kurdish security forces and the Peshmerga.

The article argues that the Kurdish parties and the Peshmerga played both
a direct and indirect role in the violent attacks on the Turkmen, and that
Western media outlets, strategic institutions, and research centres did not
paint a true picture of those events. Instead, they relied on Kurdish
politicians and the Peshmerga to gather, provide and interpret information,

resulting in a lack of neutrality that favoured the Kurds.

The article also shows that the Western approach to the Kurdish issue is
superficial and biased, influenced by the overwhelming sympathy stemming

from the largely unintentional exaggeration of Kurdish suffering in Western
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publications and the influence of Western political approaches. It also

argues that Western studies of the Anfal campaigns (April-May 1988) lack
adherence to scientific principles and rely entirely on Kurdish narratives,
with all their attendant exaggerations and biases. As a result, thousands of
inaccurate reports, articles and studies have emerged, portraying the

operation as a fable brutal myth.

These criticisms target the credibility of Western strategic centres, including
the media, human rights organisations and academic research centres,
which should rightly cast doubt on their integrity. Therefore, these Western
centres are required to review their claims regarding the number of Kurdish
victims in the Anfal campaign, which they estimated at between 50,000 and

200,000 people, while adhering to the principles of scientific research.

Keywords Tuz Khurmatu, Kirkuk, Kirkuk, Turkmen, violence, Kurdish
parties, Islamic State, Islamic state (ISIS), Peshmerga fighters, Iraq
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