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It became a habit of Western intellectuals, writers and journalists towards the end of the Ottoman Empire and after World War I, to exaggerate the Kurdish case to promote the benefit-dependent policy of their countries. This made almost all sections of the Western community to develop an inflated imagination and an overstated compassion regarding the Kurds.

The return of Mustafa Barzani XE "Barzani"  to Iraq from his exile in the Soviet Union after the 14 July XE "14 July"  1958 revolution (which overthrew the monarchy put in place by Great Britain after World War I) was the beginning of a new ambitious Kurdish nationalist movement which aimed at the creation of a separate Kurdish state in the north of Iraq, thereby marginalizing the Turkmen inhabitants of this region by pretending that Mosul XE "Mosul" , Erbil XE "Erbil"  and even Kerkuk were Kurdish cities. 

This hegemonic claim of Barzani XE "Barzani"  was rejected by the new Iraqi government (and of course by all the Turkmen) and Barzani fled to the mountains of northern Iraq to start a new rebellion against the central government in Baghdad and a civil war in the north of Iraq. This rebellion, because it was against the new republic of Iraq immediately gained the sympathy of Western policy makers and Western media.

Kurdish writers and politicians took advantage of this Western sympathy with their rebellion against the Iraqi regime to promote their propaganda and introduce a large number of false information about their suffering, rights and violation of their Human Rights to the Western opinion. (1)

An immediate consequence of such unjust claims and propaganda was the inclusion of large cities which contain only small pockets of Kurds, i.e. Kerkuk and Erbil XE "Erbil" , inside the expanded imaginary Kurdistan boundaries.

Today, unfortunately for the peaceful and unarmed Turkmen of Iraq, Kurds are in control of practically all the north of Iraq with the complicity and help of the Anglo-American occupation forces, accomplishing their old and unlimited appetite to usurp Turkmen’s rights, lands and properties. 

Today, well known journalists writing in important American newspapers, such as W. Safire, (2) Paul McEnroe, (3) T. Neilan, (4) Luke Harding (5) and Maggy Zanger (6) harbour an exaggerated and unhealthy sympathy for the Kurds and continue to repeat what the Kurdish politicians and intellectuals tell them without investigation, describing Kerkuk as a “historical and predominantly Kurdish city” or” the heart of Kurdish nationalism”.

For the same reasons, some scholars commit even more serious mistakes: C.A. O’Leary was not satisfied by making Kerkuk a “historically Kurdish city”, but she also described northern Iraq as “predominantly Kurdish”, such assertions cannot be found in any reliable source. (7, 8)

As an example, we present what Professor Leezenberg has written in his article entitled: “The Shebek XE "Shebek"  and the Kakais: Dynamics of Ethnicity in Iraqi Kurdistan” and leave it to you to judge and determine to which extent Western opinion was biased towards the Kurds or was misled by them and which type of mistakes have been made. (9)

Professor Leezenberg states:

“The Iraqi government and the Kurdish nationalists were not the only ones who attempted to co-opt the Kakais, however. In the 1970s, Turkmen nationalists wanted to present them as a Turkmen subgroup: thus, the Kakai poet Hijri Dede, who had written works in Persian, Kurdish and Gorani (but not in Turkish) was made a member of the Turkmen Writers’ Union in Baghdad. Hijri’s offspring, who were stated to have become jash (“donkey foal”, i.e. government agents) in the 1980s”

The above statement is completely false, for the following reasons:

 Hijri Dede wrote mainly in Turkmen and has only written a few poems in Kurdish (10), moreover, Hijri Dede died on 11.12.1952. 

Open Letter to Western Academics, Writers and Journalists

As prominent academics, writers and journalists in the West, your writings are read by millions and will be kept in the libraries for hundreds of years as reliable references. You are lecturing or talking in important conferences everywhere in the world and many times for the sake of the Kurdish people who distribute your publications widely in the Western community and launch them on many websites on the internet.

We are asking you to: 

· Evaluate your knowledge carefully about the north of Iraq and please be particularly careful of what you hear from the Kurdish politicians, writer and intellectuals.

· Make the Turkmen community’s plight and long suffering in Iraq one of your research cases.

It is a fact that neither the Turkmen nor the Arabs of Iraq can reach your numerous publications which are all in favor of the Kurds and often biased to their cause because of their 45-year long propaganda. Even if they could reach your numerous publications, the Turkmen and Arabs of Iraq are not in position to correct or criticize most of them.

Economic and cultural suppression of the Turkmen of Iraq for several decades have destroyed almost all the centers of powers in their community, particularly the cultural and organizational abilities. Consignment of a sum from the oil revenues for the Kurds since 1991 (after the 2nd Gulf War) on one hand and deprivation of the Turkmen on the other hand was another blow to the already weakened political integration. Furthermore, it is important to note that the Turkmen did not receive any kind of support during this long period, not even from Turkey.

Reports and articles about the Turkmen of Iraq and Kerkuk, which were written depending on reliable references, are attached. Other articles, written in Arabic, which include very important reliable facts about the Kurds in northern Iraq, are:

A. “When was Kerkuk your Jerusalem? Our teaching books are the reason for our poor knowledge of the Iraqi History” 

<http://www.turkmen.nl/1_journal5/3.html> 

B. “The terms Kurds and Kurdistan” 

<http://www.turkmen.nl/vol2.html#3>

C. “The diseased Sympathy of the western intellectuals toward the Kurds” 

<http://www.turkmen.nl/1_Issue4/1.html> 

D. “The Ethnic Reality of the Kerkuk Area”

<http://www.turkmen.nl/ERK.pdf>

E. Kerkuk City < http://www.turkmen.nl/1A_soitm/Art.6-B0306.doc>

F. Kerkuk is not Kurdish City 

< http://www.turkmen.nl/1A_soitm/Art.7-B0306.doc>

G. Erbil XE "Erbil"  City 

<http://members.lycos.nl/Kerkuk/erbil_city.html>
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