Mrs. Nancy Pelosi
House Majority Speaker
The Capitol Hill
Washinton D.C.
Nov. 18, 2006
Dear Mrs. Pelosi:
I would like to congratulate you for your re-election and the Democratic Party for its victory in the last midterm Congressional elections. I would like to congratulate you also for your election as the House Majority Speaker.
No doubt that the ongoing long, bloody and costly war in Iraq has become a big concern for the majority of the American people as it has always been for you personally even before its start in March 2003. 
History will remember that you have been one of the few wise politicians and visionary representatives of the American people who voted against this unjustifiable and illegal war. 
In so doing, you have shown courage, fidelity to your democratic values and leadership qualities that the American people have appreciated and approved during this last midterm elections. Therefore, allow me once again, Madam, to congratulate you for your honorable position and your remarkable achievements.
The results of these elections reflect the desire of the American people to end the ongoing war in Iraq, to stop the bloodshed, to bring an end to the long suffering of the unfortunate Iraqi people, to correct what has gone wrong since the beginning of this horrible war and participate in rebuilding the damaged infrastructure of this war torn country. 
I sincerely believe that you and your party are willing to listen to anybody who can contribute to the solution of this huge problem in Iraq created by the invasion and the occupation of this country by the coalition forces led by the USA. 
As the representative of the Iraqi Turkmens in the United States, I would like to briefly explain the main problems in Iraq and suggest some solutions that might help you to stop the violence in Iraq and get the American troops back safely.
One of the biggest mistakes of the American administration in Iraq was to introduce and promote the false idea that the Iraqi people are composed of Kurds, Shiites and Sunnis, then to allow these ethnic and sectarian groups with their armed militias to take the lead in the governing process under the banner of “Democracy”, whereas in reality the Iraqi people are composed of Arabs, Kurds and Turkmens ethnically and of Muslims and Christians religiously.
We, the 3 million Turkmens of Iraq together with our 17 million Arab and half a million Chaldo-Assyrian compatriots, representing a majority of 82% of the Iraqi people, are wondering why we have been left out in the “new classification” of the Iraqi people, which was designed and promoted by the neo-cons. While the 4,25 million Kurds, who only represent 17% of the Iraqi people are given a leading position in this “new classification” .
Therefore, I would like to suggest to you to stand up against this ill designed and artificial “new classification” of the Iraqi people invented by the neo-cons of President G.W. Bush’s administration, which is not only wrong but also terribly dangerous for the stability of Iraq and for the peace in the Middle-East. 
The second great mistake was: Disbanding the Iraqi Army and the Iraqi Police forces which has created a vacuum without any national authority that led to the present day anarchy and a total absence of security in my country. 
As a result of the first mistake: the Kurdish groups - despite being a minority even in Northern Iraq - with their well armed militias and with the blessing of the American administration have been allowed to extend their control over the entire Northern Iraq, imposing their hegemony on the Turkmens, Arabs and Chaldo-Assyrians who represent the majority of the population in this region. 
This is why and how the Kurdish groups have been allowed to advance their armed militias to the Turkmeneli region (Turkmen areas in the Northern Iraq situated between the Iraqi Arab and Iraqi Kurdish regions) and take control of all Turkmen towns and cities in the provinces of Kerkuk, Mosul, Salaheddeen and Diyala, after having been given the Turkmen city of Erbil by the former Iraqi regime (as a present for stopping their rebellion in Northern Iraq in the 1970s).
In parallel and at the same time, the Shiites took over Southern Iraq and tried to assert their rule in Central Iraq. That is where the trouble is as Sunni Arabs are refusing their hegemony.
In the North, Kurds marginalized the Turkmens, who are the third nationality in Iraq, as well as the Northern Arabs and Chaldo-Assyrians. The Turkmens are the only unarmed group in Iraq, because they don’t believe in violence, they believe in getting their rights by peaceful means. 
However, the Kurds are working on officially incorporating Turkmeneli (the Turkmen areas) in their “de facto state” (Kurdistan) contrary to the will of the Turkmens, Arabs and Chaldo-Assyrians, through a bogus referendum planned for December 2007. For which they illegally planted more than half a million Kurds in Kerkuk in order to guarantee the results.
If their plans succeed, there will be much worse ethnic clashes in the North that will surpass the sectarian violence of Central Iraq.
In order to repair the damages done, I would like to suggest the following:
1. Withdrawal of the Coalition Troops as soon as possible and replace them with troops from Islamic countries to be arranged by the Islamic Conference Organization (ICO). This will help to extinguish the anger of the Iraqi people against the occupation forces and it will help to re-establish security in the country until the Iraqi Army is formed.
2. Apply compulsory military service and recall the professional officers of the disbanded Iraqi Army to form the new Iraqi army, replacing the existing one which is made of the Kurdish Peshmergas and Shiite Badr brigades.
3. Replace the existing sectarian based weak government with a Technocrat-Bureaucr at government that will be made from expert personalities in their fields. This will help to restore people’s trust in the government and bring order to the country and will help to start the reconstruction effort.
4. Disband the parliament which favours sectarian divisions. Disallow all political parties with sectarian nature. Allow only non-sectarian political parties to run in a new election.
5. Diffuse the expected ethnic explosion in Northern Iraq by: 
A- Declare Northern Iraq as a Multi-Ethnic Region with three EQUAL partners; Kurds, Turkmens and Arabs. This will establish the principle of “EQUALITY”between nationalities in the North that will undo the damage of favoritism and bias towards the Kurds only.
B- Accept the Turkmens as the third fundamental nationality of Iraq and the second nationality of the North. Turkmens being of mixed Sunni-Shia traditions, can help in bringing the sectarian divisions nationwide to and end. Also located between Arabs and Kurds, and being the former rulers that kept the country together for more than a millenium, they can bridge between the two warring communities.
C- Stop Kurdish expansionism into non-Kurdish areas of the North. Return the 600.000 implanted Kurds in Kerkuk city and Kerkuk region to where they came from. Cancel the planned referendum on Kerkuk at the end of 2007. 
6. Involve the neighboring countries by making them guarantors for the integrity, safety and the reconstruction of Iraq.
Those measures will help in restoring the friendly and peace loving image of the United States which we used to see in the past and it will curb the threat of terrorism around the world.
I would like to offer my help if needed. Please don’t hesitate to contact me any time.
Regards, 
Orhan Ketene
Iraqi Turkmen Front U.S. Representative
425-802-8444
